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	PART Ed 306 MINIMUM STANDARDS FOR PUBLIC SCHOOL APPROVAL

Statutory Authority: RSA 186:5, 186:8, 189:1, 189:24, 189:25, 189:53, 194:23, 194:23b, 194:23c, 194:23d, 194:23e.

Ed 306.01 Applicability. In order to be an approved school, public schools and public academies shall meet the appropriate criteria established in these standards:   (a) Except as provided in (b) below, a public school shall be approved as an elementary school if it contains any of the grades kindergarten through 8 and meets the rules applicable to all schools and to each elementary school. (b) As determined by vote of the local school board, any combination of the grades 7 through 9 or any combination of the grades 4 through 8 may be organized as a public junior high school or public middle school, respectively, and so approved if it meets the rules applicable to all schools and, except for grade 9, the rules applicable to each middle/junior high school. Irrespective of the organizational plan adopted, for school approval purposes, grade 9 shall comply with the rules which apply to each high school. (c) Except as provided in (b) above, a public school or a public academy shall be approved as a high school if it contains any of the grades 9 through 12 and meets the rules applicable to all schools and to each high school.
Ed 306.02 School Year. Pursuant to RSA 189:1 and 189:24, each school shall maintain a standard school year of at least 180 days.

Ed 306.03 School Calendar. Each school shall have a school calendar of 190 days with at least 180 days of instructional time plus an additional 10 days to provide for instructional time lost due to inclement weather or unexpected circumstances, staff development/inservice activities, and parent-teacher conferences.
Ed 306.04 School Day.  (a) For each elementary school, the regular school day shall be 6 hours in duration with at least 5 1/4 hours devoted to instructional time. No more than 30 minutes of recess and/or break time shall be counted toward the 5 1/4 hour requirement. Lunch time and homeroom periods shall not be counted in meeting this requirement. Kindergarten sessions shall be at least 2 1/2 hours in duration.  (b) For each middle/junior high school and each high school, the regular school day shall be 6 hours in duration with at least 5 1/2 hours devoted to instructional time. Lunch, passing time, recess, breaks, and homeroom periods shall not be counted as instructional time.  (c) A regular school day may be shortened when an emergency condition exists which might adversely affect the health and safety of students. For each elementary and each middle school, a shortened day shall consist of at least 3 1/2 hours of instructional time in order to be counted as a regular school day. For each junior high school and each high school, a shortened day shall consist of at least 4 hours of instructional time in order to be counted as a regular school day.  (d) A school half-day shall consist of at least 3 hours of instructional time, and two school half days may be counted as a regular school day.
	(Ed.306.02 School Year)
189:1 Days of School. – The school board of every district shall provide standard schools for at least 180 days in each year, at such places in the district as will best serve the interests of education and give to all the pupils within the district as nearly equal advantages as are practicable. Source. 1883, 43:6. PS 92:1. 1919, 106:20. 1921, 85, II:1. PL 117:1. RL 135:1. RSA 189:1. 1959, 133:1, eff. Sept. 1, 1960.

(Ed.306.02 School Year)
189:24 Standard School. – A standard school is one maintained for at least 180 days in each year, in a suitable and sanitary building, equipped with approved furniture, books, maps and other necessary appliances, taught by teachers, directed and supervised by principal and superintendent, each of whom shall hold valid educational credentials issued by the state board of education, with suitable provision for the care of the health and physical welfare of all pupils. Source. 1919, 106:24. 1921, 85, II:11. PL 117:20. RL 135:24. RSA 189:24. 1959, 133:3. 1971, 371:1, eff. Aug. 27, 1971.



	Ed 306.05 Alternative School-Year and School-Day Scheduling Patterns.  (a)   In order to adopt school-year and/or school-day scheduling patterns which are not in compliance with Ed 306.02 and/or Ed 306.04, the local school board shall submit a written request to the commissioner of education at least 60 working days prior to the proposed effective date of the alternative scheduling pattern.  (b)   A request, pursuant to (a) above, shall include: 

(b)(1)  The name of school/district;
(b)(2) The SAU #; 

(b)(3) The local school board chairperson's signature; 
(b)(4) Reason for the request in accordance with RSA 189:2; and 

(b)(5) A plan which consists of a detailed description of the scheduling alternative,  including the method and timetable for implementation and procedures for evaluation.

(c) Upon review of the request, the commissioner shall grant approval for a period of one year if the request meets the following criteria:

(1) The information provided is thorough and complete;

(2) (2) The local school board has demonstrated that the school/district is able to 
implement the plan; and

(3) The plan is consistent with the education laws, published by the department, which contain all of the laws enforced by the department, and with the published rules of the state board as adopted under RSA 541-A.

(d) The commissioner shall notify the local school board chairperson and the superintendent of schools in writing of the decision. 

(e) If the commissioner denies the request, the chairperson of the local school board may appeal the decision and request a hearing before the state board of education. Said appeal shall be filed in writing with the commissioner within 20 days of the receipt of the decision and shall specify the basis for the appeal. The state board of education shall schedule a hearing on the appeal in accordance with timeliness and procedures established in Ed 200.

(f) Pursuant to RSA 21-N:11, III, any person directly affected by said decision may request a

hearing before the state board of education. A request for a hearing shall be filed in writing with the commissioner within 20 days of the decision and shall specify the basis for such hearing. The board shall schedule the hearing in accordance with timeliness and procedures established in Ed 200.

	(Ed 306.05 (b)(4) Alternative School Year & School Day Scheduling Patterns)
189:2 Reduction of Time. – If the school board of any district shall decide that, by reason of special conditions or circumstances, the maintenance of standard schools for 180 days in said district is undesirable, said school board may so represent in writing to the state board. If, upon hearing, the state board, or the commissioner when authorized by the state board, shall be of the opinion that the representation is true, it may reduce the time of maintaining such schools in said district to such limits as it may deem wise. Provided, however, that the state board, or the commissioner if authorized, shall not reduce the days during which schools shall be in session, as provided in RSA 189:1, on account of workshops, conventions or teachers' institutes.  Source. 1919, 106:20. 1921, 85, II:1. PL 117:2. RL 135:2. RSA 189:2. 1959, 133:2. 1981, 318:5, eff. Aug. 16, 1981.
(Ed 306.05 (c)(3) Alternative School Year & School Day Scheduling Patterns) 
541-A (from Ed 306.05  (c) (3)

CHAPTER 541-A, PROCEEDINGS IN SPECIAL CASES, ADMINISTRATIVE PROCEDURE ACT    Section 541-A:1   For text of Uniform Act, and variation notes and annotation materials for adopting jurisdictions, see Uniform Laws Annotated, Master Edition, Volume 15.
541-A:1 Definitions. In this chapter: 
I. "Adjudicative proceeding' means the procedure to be followed in contested cases, as set forth in RSA 541-A:31 through RSA 541-A:36. 
II. "Agency' means each state board, commission, department, institution, officer, or any other state official or group, other than the legislature or the courts, authorized by law to make rules or to determine contested cases.  

III. "Committee' means the joint legislative committee on administrative rules, unless the context clearly indicates otherwise. 
IV. "Contested case' means a proceeding in which the legal rights, duties, or privileges of a party are required by law to be determined by an agency after notice and an opportunity for hearing.  

V. "Declaratory ruling' means an agency ruling as to the specific applicability of any statutory provision or of any rule or order of the agency.  

VI. "File' means the actual receipt, by the director of legislative services, of a document required to be submitted during a rulemaking process established by this chapter. 
VI-a. "Final legislative action' means the defeat of a joint resolution sponsored by the legislative committee on administrative rules pursuant to RSA 541-A:13, VII(b) in either the house or the senate, or the failure of the general court to override the governor's veto of the joint resolution. 

VII. "Fiscal impact statement' means a statement prepared by the legislative budget assistant, using data supplied by the rulemaking agency, and giving consideration to both short- and long-term fiscal consequences and includes the elements required by RSA 541-A:5, IV. 
VIII. "License' means the whole or part of any agency permit, certificate, approval, registration, charter or similar form of permission required by law.  

IX. "Licensing' means the agency process relative to the issuance, denial, renewal, revocation, suspension, annulment, withdrawal or amendment of a license, or the imposition of terms for the exercise of a license.  
X. "Non-adjudicative processes' means all agency procedures and actions other than an adjudicative proceeding.  

XI. "Order' means the whole or part of an agency's final disposition of a matter, other than a rule, but does not include an agency's decision to initiate, postpone, investigate or process any matter, or to issue a complaint or citation.  

XII. "Party' means each person or agency named or admitted as a party, or properly seeking and entitled as a right to be admitted as a party.  

XIII. "Person' means any individual, partnership, corporation, association, governmental subdivision, or public or private organization of any character other than an agency.  

XIV. "Presiding officer' means that individual to whom the agency has delegated the authority to preside over a proceeding, if any; otherwise it shall mean the head of the agency.  

XV. "Rule' means each regulation, standard, or other statement of general applicability adopted by an agency to (a) implement, interpret, or make specific a statute enforced or administered by such agency or (b) prescribe or interpret an agency policy, procedure or practice requirement binding on persons outside the agency, whether members of the general public or personnel in other agencies. The term does not include (a) internal memoranda which set policy applicable only to its own employees and which do not affect private rights or change the substance of rules binding upon the public, (b) informational pamphlets, letters, or other explanatory material which refer to a statute or rule without affecting its substance or interpretation, (c) personnel records relating to the hiring, dismissal, promotion, or compensation of any public employee, or the disciplining of such employee, or the investigating of any charges against such employee, (d) declaratory rulings, or (e) forms. The term "rule' shall include rules adopted by the director of personnel, department of administrative services, relative to the state employee personnel system. Notwithstanding the requirements of RSA 21-I:14, the term "rule' shall not include the manual described in RSA 21-I:14, I or the standards for the format, content, and style of agency annual and biennial reports described in RSA 21-I:14, IX, which together comprise the manual commonly known as the administrative services manual of procedures. The manual shall be subject to the approval of governor and council. 

Source. 1994, 412:1, eff. Aug. 9, 1994. 2000, 288:2, eff. July 1, 2000. 


	Ed 306.06 School Facilities.

(a) Local school boards shall ensure that the facilities for each school provide the following:

(1) A clean, healthy, and safe learning environment;

(2) For the total school enrollment, a sufficient number of classrooms/ instructional spaces in accordance with Ed 306.16;

(3) Properly-designed specialized spaces for the teaching of science, art, music, industrial arts/technology, consumer and homemaking education, and physical education in accordance with Ed 306.16.

(4) Sufficient space to house the school's information/technology resources acquired and maintained in accordance with Ed 306.15; and 

(5) Ancillary spaces, including bath rooms, offices, and areas for the storage of supplies, materials, and equipment.

(b) Each school board shall ensure that the facilities of each school meet all local, state, and federal fire, health, safety, and accessibility laws, rules, regulations, and requirements and maintain documentation of compliance.

Ed 306.07 Custodial and Maintenance Services. The local school board shall provide for each school such custodial services as are necessary to ensure a clean, sanitary, and safe physical plant and grounds. The school plant shall be cleaned on a daily basis. School repairs and maintenance shall be performed on a regular basis.

Ed 306.08 Secretarial Services. The local school board shall provide for each school staff to maintain all school records in accordance with local policy, state laws and rules, and federal laws and regulations.
Ed 306.09 Statutory and Policy Requirements.

(a) Each school board shall be responsible for obtaining an up-to-date copy of state education laws, one copy of which shall be distributed free of charge to each school administrative unit by the department of education, and maintaining an up-to-date copy of the Board of Education Code of Administrative Rules.
(b) In order for a school to be an approved school under these rules, the school board shall comply with all applicable laws and rules set forth in the publications enumerated in (a) above.

	(Ed 306.05 (f)Alternative School Year & School Day Scheduling Patterns)
21-N:11 Duties of Board. – The state board of education established by RSA 21-N:10 shall:  III. Hear appeals and issue decisions, which shall be considered final decisions of the department of education for purposes of RSA 541, of any dispute between individuals and school systems or the department of education, except those disputes governed by the provisions of RSA 21-N:4, III



	Ed 306.10 Policy Development.

(a) Each local school board shall adopt and implement written policies and procedures relative to:

(1) Absenteeism and attendance;

(2) Safety;

(3) Discipline;

(4) Records retention;

(5) Character and citizenship; and

Meeting the instructional needs of each student with different talents.
(b) The policies and procedures required by (a) above shall apply to each school.
(c) The policy relative to absenteeism and attendance shall specify procedures for the accountability and supervision of students arriving and leaving school each day. Districts shall implement a cooperative approach which places responsibility for notification when a student is tardy, absent, or dismissed on both the parents/guardians and the school.
(d) The policy relative to safety shall require school administrators to implement procedures which relate to safe practices:

(1) On school buses, and on the school grounds, including playgrounds;

(2) During authorized school activities, such as field trips; 

(3) Within the school building, including classrooms and laboratories.
(e) Teachers shall be required to know and implement the appropriate safety practices and procedures applicable to their assigned areas of responsibility and to ensure that safety instruction is included in all applicable programs offered by the school.
(f) The policy relative to student discipline shall include provisions regarding:

(1) Student rights and responsibilities;

(2) Rules of conduct; and

(3) Penalties for misbehavior.
(g) Each school board shall ensure that methods for suspension and dismissal of students are developed and implemented in accordance with RSA 193:13 to keep students, parents, teachers, and all other school personnel informed about school rules. Such information shall be readily available.

	(Ed 310.10 (g) Policy Development)

193:13 Suspension and Expulsion of Pupils. –  I.(a)  The superintendent or chief administering officer, or a representative designated in writing by the superintendent, is authorized to suspend pupils from school for a period not to exceed 10 school days for gross misconduct or for neglect or refusal to conform to the reasonable rules of the school.  I.(b)  The school board or a representative designated in writing of the school board is authorized, following a hearing, to continue the suspension of a pupil for a period in excess of 10 school days. The school board's designee may be the superintendent or any other individual, but may not be the individual who suspended the pupil for the first 10 days under subparagraph (a). Any suspension shall be valid throughout the school districts of the state, subject to modification by the superintendent of the school district in which the pupil seeks to enroll.  I.(c)  Any suspension in excess of 10 school days imposed under subparagraph (b) by any person other than the school board is appealable to the school board, provided that the superintendent received such appeal in writing within 10 days after the issuance of the decision being appealed. The school board shall hold a hearing on the appeal, but shall have discretion to hear evidence or to rely upon the record of a hearing conducted under subparagraph (b). The suspension under subparagraph (b) shall be enforced while that appeal is pending, unless the school board stays the suspension while the appeal is pending.  II.  Any pupil may be expelled from school by the local school board for gross misconduct, or for neglect or refusal to conform to the reasonable rules of the school, or for an act of theft, destruction, or violence as defined in RSA 193-D:1, or for possession of a pellet or BB gun, rifle, or paint ball gun, and the pupil shall not attend school until restored by the local board. Any expulsion shall be subject to review if requested prior to the start of each school year and further, any parent or guardian has the right to appeal any such expulsion by the local board to the state board of education. Any expulsion shall be valid throughout the school districts of the state.  III. Any pupil who brings or possesses a firearm as defined in section 921 of Title 18 of the United States Code in a safe school zone as defined in RSA 193-D:1 without written authorization from the superintendent or designee shall be expelled from school by the local school board for a period of not less than 12 months.  IV. The local school board shall adopt a policy which allows the superintendent or chief administering officer to modify the expulsion requirements set forth in paragraphs II and III on a case by case basis.  V. Any pupil expelled by a local school board under the provisions of the Gun-Free Schools Act of 1994 shall not be eligible to enroll in another school district in New Hampshire for the period of such expulsion. Nothing in this section shall be construed to prevent the local school district that expelled the student from providing educational services to such students in an alternative setting.  VI. A pupil expelled from school in another state under the provisions of the Gun-Free Schools Act of 1994 shall not be eligible to enroll in a school district in New Hampshire for the period of such expulsion.  VII. For purposes of paragraphs I, II, and III, school board may be either the school board or a subcommittee of the board duly authorized by the school board.  Source. RS 73:4. CS 77:4. GS 83:3. GL 91:3. PS 93:3. 1921, 85, III:10. PL 118:12. RL 137:12. RSA 193:13. 1969, 356:5. 1971, 371:6. 1994, 355:2. 1995, 231:1, eff. Aug. 15, 1995. 1996, 168:1, 2, eff. July 1, 1997. 1999, 44:2, eff. Jan. 1, 2000.



	Ed 310.10 Policy Development continued
(h) The policy relative to records retention, disposition, and access shall require that complete and accurate records of students' attendance and scholarship be permanently kept and safely stored in a fire resistent file, vault, or safe. A schedule for the retention and disposition of original records and information shall be established in accordance with RSA 189:29-a. Access to all student records and information shall be controlled by written procedures designed to protect individual rights and to preserve the confidential nature of the various types of records in compliance with the federal "Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act" and RSA 91-A, Access to Public Records.
(i) The policy relative to character and citizenship development shall include those elements of character and citizenship to be incorporated in courses of study and/or instilled, by example, in a caring educational environment. It shall be developed in consultation with school staff, administration, parents, and other representatives of the community. Basic elements of character and citizenship shall include self-discipline, self-respect, and self-control; pursuant to Part Second, Article 83, New Hampshire Constitution, humanity, benevolence, and truth and honesty with self and others; fairness, integrity, and justice; respect, courtesy, and human worth; responsibility to oneself and others; community service; and, pursuant to RSA 186:13, the rights and responsibilities of citizenship.
	(Ed 310.10 (h) Policy Development) 
189:29-a Records Retention and Disposition. – Members of the school board shall establish a records retention and disposition schedule for all official records of the school district. If records are microfilmed, 2 films shall be made, properly labeled and stored in 2 different locations. At least one copy shall be stored in a fireproof container. Records which have been microfilmed may be retained or destroyed in accordance with the schedule determined by the members of the board. A complete record of all records destroyed or discarded shall be maintained along with notations of the methods and dates of disposal.  Source. 1983, 94:1, eff. July 23, 1983.     

(Ed 310.10 (h) Policy Development)
RSA 91-A, Access to Public Records.and "Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act"
(Ed 310.10 (i) Policy Development)

186:13 Appropriations, How Used. – All money appropriated by the legislature for general educational purposes, in addition to the literary fund and all other funds created for the purposes enumerated in this section, shall be used for the following purposes: I. ILLITERACY. For the abolition of illiteracy and for the instruction of illiterates over 14 years of age in common school branches and in the privileges, duties, and responsibilities of citizenship.   II. AMERICANIZATION. For the Americanization of immigrants, for the teaching of those 14 years of age and over to speak and read English and to appreciate and respect the civic and social institutions of the United States, and for instruction in the duties of citizenship.   III. EQUALIZATION AND GENERAL AID. For equalizing educational opportunity and improving the public elementary and high schools.   IV. HEALTH. For promotion of the physical health and recreation of pupils, and for their medical and dental examination.  V. EXAMINATION, ETC. For the determination of mental and physical defects, for the employment of school nurses and the instruction of pupils in the principles of health and sanitation.  VI. INSTRUCTING TEACHERS. For preparing teachers for the schools, particularly for rural schools, for encouraging a more nearly universal preparation of prospective teachers, and for extending the facilities for the improvement of teachers already in the service.  VII. EXPENSES. For the expense of administration of the department of education. VIII. FEDERAL AID. For making available the funds provided by federal law for vocational or other education.   IX. TUITION. For the payment of tuition as provided in this title.  X. EDUCATION FOR THE DEAF. For the expense of providing educational facilities for the deaf.  XI.(a) To share with local school districts, under Public Law 91-248, the cost of the national school lunch program, excluding state salary and administrative expenses, the state board of education shall from appropriated funds disburse such funds to schools in such manner that each school receives the same proportionate share of such funds as it receives of the federal funds apportioned to New Hampshire for the same federal fiscal year, under section 4 of the National School Lunch Act, as amended. 



	Ed 310.10  Policy Development continued
(j) The policy relative to meeting the instructional needs of each student shall require administrators and teachers to consider students' differing talents, interests, and development when planning the educational programs specified in Ed 306.24 through Ed 306.37, inclusive. 

Ed 306.11 School Philosophy, Goals, and Objectives. The school board shall ensure that each school has a written philosophy and a statement of goals and objectives consistent with the rules of the state board of education and adopted by the local school board. Provisions shall be made for the review of the philosophy, goals, and objectives at least every 5 years. 

Ed 306.12 Food and Nutrition Services. The school board shall ensure that each school makes a meal available during school hours to every student under its jurisdiction, in accordance with RSA 189:11-a, I-II.

	(Ed 310.10 (i) Policy Development)
186:13 Appropriations, How Used. continued.  XI(b) To accomplish the requirements for school food service and nutrition education which each school board is required to implement under RSA 189:11-a, the state board of education may allocate from such matching funds, as required to be appropriated under Public Law 91-248, an amount not to exceed 1/2 of the appropriation. These funds are to be disbursed to school districts for the purchase of food service equipment and nutrition education learning materials as required to meet the requirements of RSA 189:11-a. Such disbursements are to be used first to meet the school district's share of non-food assistance matching under the federal program and to assist with the purchase of food service equipment in schools ineligible for federal non-food assistance funding; residual amounts available under this appropriation authority may be utilized to institute nutrition education programs, at the discretion of the state board of education  XII. REVOLVING FUND. For a nonlapsing revolving fund to be known as the printed materials revolving fund which is hereby established to be administered by the department of education. The moneys in said fund shall be used for the purpose of printing materials for distribution. A reasonable charge shall be established for each copy of a document. Charges made shall be in the amount necessary to pay the cost of producing such documents. Receipts from the sale of any documents shall be credited to the fund established in this paragraph. The receipts from such charges shall be used for no other purpose than the subsequent printing of documents of the department of education. State agencies and members of the general court shall not be charged for printed materials which are paid for by the fund. Any available balance in this fund in excess of $50,000 on June 30 of each year shall be deposited in the general fund as unrestricted revenue.  Source. 1919, 106:11. 1921, 85, I:11. PL 116:14. 1929, 145:3. 1939, 8:2. RL 134:14. 1947, 198:1. RSA 186:13. 1971, 250:1. 1975, 347:1. 1986, 145:1. 1993, 227:1, eff. July 1, 1993. 1996, 179:2, eff. June 3, 1996.
Ed 306.12 Food and Nutrition Services
189:11-a Food and Nutrition Programs. –  I. Each school board shall make a meal available during school hours to every pupil under its jurisdiction. Such meals shall be served without cost or at a reduced cost to any needy child who is unable to pay the full cost of said meals. The state board of education shall insure compliance with this section and shall establish minimum nutritional standards for such meals and shall further establish income guidelines setting forth the minimum family size annual income levels to be used in determining eligibility for free and reduced price meals. Nothing in this section shall prohibit the operation of both a breakfast and lunch program in the same school. Further any requirement of this section which conflicts with any federal statute or regulation may be waived by the state board of education.  II. Notwithstanding the provisions of paragraph I, the requirements thereof may be waived as hereinafter provided:   II. (a)  The school board of any school may make application for a waiver to the state board.    



	Ed 306.13 First Aid and Emergency Care.
In accordance with RSA 189:11-a, IV, RSA 200:26-41

 and RSA 326-B:2, XVII-XIX, the local board shall ensure that each school provides sufficient trained personnel to carry out health inspections, the treatment of minor injuries, and the making of referrals to other health agencies. In addition, written policies and procedures shall be adopted by the local school board for the purpose of providing immediate and adequate emergency care for students and school personnel who sustain injury or illness during school hours or during scheduled school activities. Furthermore, each local school board shall adopt written policies and procedures for meeting the special physical health needs of students.

	Ed 306.12 Food and Nutrition Services
189:11-a Food and Nutrition Programs. –II. (b) Requests for such waiver may be granted by the commissioner of education upon the receipt of such application and shall remain in force until the state board determines otherwise as hereinafter provided.  II. (c) The state board is authorized and directed to study the schools which have been granted a waiver and to formulate a plan to implement the requirements of this section in such schools. II. (d) The state board shall, after formulating such a plan, notify the school board granted such a waiver of the date when said waiver will terminate.  II. (e) After the termination of a waiver, a school board shall comply with the requirements of RSA 189:11-a, I.  II. (f) The state board may also grant a waiver to any school which is being phased out of use; however, such waiver may not exceed the period of one school year.
Ed 306.13 First Aid and Emergency Care.

189:11-a IV Related to Ed 306.13 First Aid & Emergency Care:  180:11-a IV [Repealed.]
RSA 200:26-41 School Health Services:  200:26 Definition. – As used in this subdivision the word "child' shall mean any child who attends, or who should attend an elementary, junior high, or senior high school, and shall include any child who attends a public kindergarten or special class for disabled children which is an integral part of the local school district.  Source. 1971, 499:1. 1990, 140:2, X, eff. June 18, 1990 200:27 School Health Services. – The local board in each school district may provide school health services to include school nurse services and school physician services to every child of school age in the district as hereinafter provided. Source. 1971, 499:1, eff. Sept. 4, 1971.  200:28 School Physician. – Each school board may appoint one or more school physicians, legally qualified to practice medicine and currently licensed to practice in New Hampshire or immediately adjacent states, and may assign one to the schools in the district and may provide them with all proper facilities for the performance of their duties as relate to the school health program.  Source. 1971, 499:1, eff. Sept. 4, 1971.
200:29 School Nurse. – Each school board may appoint a school nurse to function in the school health program, and provide said nurse with proper facilities and equipment. A school nurse shall be a registered professional nurse currently licensed in New Hampshire.  Source. 1971, 499:1, eff. Sept. 4, 1971.  200:30 School Dental Hygienist. – Any school board may employ for their district a dental hygienist who is a graduate of an accredited school of dental hygiene and is licensed by the state dental board. Said hygienist shall be under the supervision of a qualified dentist licensed to practice in New Hampshire.  Source. 1971, 499:1, eff. Sept. 4, 1971. 200:31 School Health Personnel. – Any school board may employ or contract for their district a licensed practical nurse (LPN) or certified nursing assistant (CNA) who shall hold an unencumbered current license in New Hampshire, to work under the direct supervision of the school registered nurse in accordance with rules adopted under RSA 541-A, by the board of nursing.  Source. 1971, 499:1, eff. Sept. 4, 1971. 1997, 326:1, eff. Aug. 22, 1997



	
	Ed 306.13 First Aid and Emergency Care.

200:32 Physical Examination of Pupils. – There shall be a complete physical examination by a licensed physician, physician assistant, or advanced registered nurse practitioner of each child prior to or upon first entry into the public school system and thereafter as often as deemed necessary by the local school authority. The result of the child's physical examination shall be presented to the local school officials on a form provided by the local school authorities. No physical examination shall be required of a child whose parent or guardian objects thereto in writing on the grounds that such physical examination is contrary to the child's religious tenets and teachings.  Source. 1971, 499:1, eff. Sept. 4, 1971. 1996, 277:1, eff. Aug. 9, 1996. 200:33 Examination by Family Doctor. – [Repealed 1996, 277:5, eff. August 9, 1996.] 200:34 Special Examination. – Every child with a presenting problem and found to need further evaluation, after due consideration and evaluation by the appropriate school authority, shall be referred by the school physician or school administrator to the parents or guardian of said child for examination, and evaluation by an appropriate practitioner and if said parents fail or neglect to have said child so examined and fail to present the recommendations from said examiner within a reasonable period after the referral by the school to said parents, then said child may be examined by the school physician, or other qualified personnel.  Source. 1971, 499:1, eff. Sept. 4, 1971. 200:35 Reporting of Defects or Disabilities. – The parent or guardian of the child shall be informed or counseled concerning any defects or disabilities discovered and identified through observation, screening procedures or physical examinations. The school nurse may make home visits, arrange parent conferences at school or send written notices as determined pursuant to local school policy.  Source. 1971, 499:1, eff. Sept. 4, 1971. 200:36 Medical Examination of School Personnel. – All school personnel, to include but not limited to administrative, secretarial, maintenance, cafeteria and transportation personnel in each school district shall be required to have a pre-employment medical examination by a licensed physician qualified to practice medicine in at least one of the states of the United States of America. Any person who objects to all or part of any medical examination because of religious beliefs shall be exempt from said examination, except that no such exemption shall be granted if state or local authorities determine that such exemption would constitute a hazard to the health of persons exposed to the unexamined individual. The local school board shall further require additional medical examinations at specific intervals or upon the request of the local superintendent of schools during the period of employment. A written recommendation from the examining physician shall indicate that the employee is medically capable of performing his designated assignment. Source. 1971, 499:1, eff. Sept. 4, 1971. 



	
	Ed 306.13 First Aid and Emergency Care.
200:37 Medical Examination of School Bus Operators. – Notwithstanding the provisions of RSA 200:36, before employing any person as a school bus operator, the town or city governing body which pays for such transportation shall require that such person submit a certificate signed by a licensed physician setting forth the physician's findings as a result of the examination to determine the physical condition of drivers in accordance with the requirements of 49 CFR 391.41-391.49. Such certificate shall be submitted to the local governing body prior to the commencement of such employment, which shall retain a copy of such certification. Every 2 years thereafter, either prior to the commencement of the school year or prior to the reemployment of such person as a school bus operator, such governing body shall require submission of a like certificate, except that school bus operators attaining the age of 70 shall be required to undergo an annual examination and to submit a certificate annually.  Source. 1971, 499:1. 1992, 69:1, eff. June 19, 1992. 200:38 Control and Prevention of Communicable Diseases; Duties of School Nurse. – I. Each school nurse shall ensure that:  I.(a) All children shall be immunized prior to school entrance in accordance with RSA 141-C:20-a. :  I.(b)[Repealed.] :  I.(c) All children shall have a complete physical examination prior to school entrance in accordance with RSA 200:32. II. If the provisions of paragraph I are not met, each school nurse shall be responsible for informing school administrators of the noncompliance and for assisting with meeting such requirements, unless the child is exempted under RSA 141-C:20-c.  Source. 1971, 499:1. 1987, 193:8, eff. Jan. 1, 1988. 1996, 277:2, eff. Aug. 9, 1996. 2001, 83:2, II, eff. Aug. 18, 2001. 200:39 Exclusion from School. – Whenever any student exhibits symptoms of contagion or is a hazard to himself or others, he shall be excluded from the classroom and his parents or guardians shall be notified as soon as possible.  Source. 1971, 499:1, eff. Sept. 4, 1971. 200:40 Emergency Care. – Written policies shall be adopted by the local school board for the purpose of providing immediate and adequate emergency care for students and school personnel who sustain injury or illness during school hours, or during scheduled school activities.  Source. 1971, 499:1, eff. Sept. 4, 1971. 200:40-a Administration of Oxygen by School Nurse. – A school nurse shall be permitted to administer oxygen to a pupil in a medical emergency without parental permission or a physician's order.  Source. 2001, 83:1, eff. Aug. 18, 2001. 200:41 Appropriation. – A district may raise money to carry the provisions of this subdivision into effect.  Source. 1971, 499:1, eff. Sept. 4, 1971.



	Ed 306.14 Guidance:  

(a) The school board shall ensure that each school develops and implements a written plan for the school's guidance and counseling program which shall be developmentally appropriate and designed to address the educational and career needs of all students.

(b) For each school, this plan shall provide for the delivery of the following: (b)(1) Career, occupational, and educational information;  (b)(2) Student appraisal activities; (b)(3) Placement services; and (b)(4) The identification and referral of students in need of special services, including suicide prevention and psychiatric referrals.

(c) For each high school, this plan shall also provide for the delivery of career and college

counseling.

Ed 306.15 Information/Technology.  
(a) The school board shall ensure that each school provides:  (a)(1)  A developmentally-
appropriate collection of instructional resources, including both print and non-print materials that shall be current, comprehensive, and supportive of the curriculum as well as the instructional needs of the total school population;  (a)(2)  Such equipment and technology as are necessary for the effective use of instructional resources. Provision shall be made for the on-going maintenance, replacement, and updating of equipment to reflect developing instructional technologies;
(b) The school board shall ensure that information services are provided for all students and staff from designated space(s) in each school and shall include: (b)(1) Ready access to instructional resources, including those available online or through interlibrary loan; (b)(2) Instruction in the retrieval, evaluation, and utilization of information from a variety of formats; and  (b)(3)  Activities to promote the development of reading, viewing, and listening skills.

(c) The school board shall ensure that each school implements a written plan for the development and updating of the collection based on an analysis of the needs of the user population and the curriculum, as well as an assessment of the strengths and weaknesses of the present collection and resources available within the district, the local community, and beyond.

(d) At a minimum, the plan shall establish priorities for acquisitions, define criteria for weeding and replacing of outdated materials, and establish procedures for the selection and acquisition of new materials which shall be:  (d)(1) Catalogued and classified according to practices accepted by the American Library Association;  (d)(2) Organized to make them accessible to students and staff; and  (d)(3) Managed through circulation policies and procedures which are designed to maximize the use of the collection.
	Ed 306.13 First Aid and Emergency Care continued.
326-B:2 Occupations & Professions.  XVII. "Registered nurse' or "R.N.' means a person who holds a current license under this chapter to practice registered nursing as defined in paragraph  XVIII.  "Registered nursing' means the application of nursing knowledge, judgment, and skill drawn from broad in-depth education in the biological, psychological, social, and physical sciences in assessing, diagnosing, planning, implementing, and evaluating care which promotes optimum health, wellness, and independence of the individual, family and/or community.    XIX. "Standards of practice' means those statements enunciated from time to time by state and national nursing associations and used by the board in determining safe practice.  Source. 1975, 281:1. 1976, 5:1. 1982, 20:3. 1986, 230:1. 1988, 136:2. 1989, 141:1. 1991, 34:1. 1994, 333:28, eff. Jan. 1, 1995. 2001, 241:3-9, 29, eff. July 1, 2001.




	Ed 306.16 Class Size   In each school, class size for instructional purposes shall be 25 students or less in grades K-2 and 30 students or less in grades 3-12. These class size requirements may be exceeded for study halls; band and chorus; large group instruction, including lectures, combined group instruction, and use of educational television and films; and similar methods. In the interest of safety, the maximum number of students in laboratory classes in such areas as science and vocational education shall be determined by the number of work stations and the size and design of the area. In no case shall the number of students in laboratory classes exceed 24.
Ed 306.17 Provision of Staff and Staff Qualifications.
(a) To carry out the educational program established by these rules and local school board policy, the local school board shall ensure that each school provide:

(1) The services of a principal, a library media generalist, teachers, and guidance counselor(s);

(2) In each elementary school the services of a reading specialist to facilitate the delivery of the language arts and reading program established in Ed 306.30(a);

(3) Teachers, including art, music, and physical education teachers, shall be provided in accordance with class size requirements in Ed 306.16.
(b) The school board shall ensure that in carrying out the guidance program established by Ed 306.14:

(1) The counseling load in each elementary school shall not exceed the equivalent of one full-time guidance counselor per 500 students served;

(2) The counseling load in each middle/junior high school and each high school shall not exceed the equivalent of one full-time guidance counselor per 300 students served.

(c) The local school board shall ensure that each school with an enrollment of 500 or more students provides the services of an assistant principal to carry out administrative duties assigned by the superintendent in accordance with local school board policy.
(d) The local school board may provide for each school the services of additional staff to facilitate the delivery of information/technology services as established in Ed 306.15.
(e) Pursuant to RSA 189:24 and in accordance with Ed 500 and 600, the local school board shall ensure that each professional staff member is certified for his/her assignment by the department of education.
(f) In accordance with Ed 508, the local school board shall ensure that each professional staff member shall improve his/her content knowledge and teaching skills through participation in a local staff development plan.

	Ed 306.17 (e) Provision of Staff and Staff Qualifications.

189:24 Standard School. – A standard school is one maintained for at least 180 days in each year, in a suitable and sanitary building, equipped with approved furniture, books, maps and other necessary appliances, taught by teachers, directed and supervised by principal and superintendent, each of whom shall hold valid educational credentials issued by the state board of education, with suitable provision for the care of the health and physical welfare of all pupils. Source. 1919, 106:24. 1921, 85, II:11. PL 117:20. RL 135:24. RSA 189:24. 1959, 133:3. 1971, 371:1, eff. Aug. 27, 1971.



	Ed 306.18 Basic Instructional Standards.

(a) The local school board shall ensure that each school has an instructional program which includes the following:

(1) A policy for the appropriate assignment of all incoming students;

(2) A policy on homework, including its relationship to the grading system;

(3) An organized plan for recording student progress in meeting program objectives;

(4) A policy for promoting students from one grade level to another;

(5) Instructional materials and resources matched to the appropriate skill levels of students;and

(6) A policy for the awarding of credit for required subjects and open electives.

Ed 306.19 Assessment.
(a) The local school board shall ensure that the assessment program of each school includes the following elements:

(1) Consultative assistance for teachers in the selection, use, and interpretation of age appropriate student diagnostic and assessment instruments;

(2) A systematic process for collecting and analyzing test data and other information to identify needs as well as determine the effectiveness of the educational program and instructional practices;

(3) The periodic assessment of student learning outcomes through both formative techniques, such as quizzes, tests, projects, portfolios, teacher observations, and the like, and summative/objective instruments;

(4) Participation in the state-wide assessment program and the reporting of assessment results to local constituencies;

(5) Procedures by which assessment results are used to identify and implement instructional improvements and provide a measure of accountability; and 

(6) (6) Procedures for the on-going evaluation of the effectiveness of the curriculum in improving student performance.
	


	Ed 306.20 Kindergarten.  As provided in RSA 189:25, each elementary school may include a kindergarten program. If a public kindergarten program is provided, it shall comply with all  pertinent provisions of these rules.

Ed 306.21 Elementary School Curriculum and Time Schedule .

(a) The school board shall ensure that in each elementary school there is:

(1) A broad and well-balanced elementary school curriculum; and  

(2) Instruction at all grade levels in each of the areas described in Ed 306.24(a), Ed 306.27(a), Ed 306.30(a), Ed 306.32(a), Ed 306.34(a), Ed 306.35(a), Ed 306.36(a), Ed 306.37(a).

(b) The local school board shall adopt, for each elementary school, on an annual basis, a local time schedule which specifies the distribution of instructional time among the various learning areas to be taught in each of the grades, K-8, included in the school.

	Ed 306.20 Kindergarten
189:25 Elementary School. – An elementary school is any school in which the subjects taught are those prescribed by the state board for the grades kindergarten through 8 of the public schools. However, a separate organization consisting of grades 7 through 9, or any grouping of these grades, may be recognized as a junior high school and so approved by the board. Also a separate organization consisting of grades 4 through 8 or any grouping of these grades may be recognized as a middle school and so approved by the state board. Any elementary school may include a kindergarten program which, if it is provided, shall precede the other elementary grades.  Source. 1919, 106:25. 1921, 85, II:12. PL 117:21. RL 135:25. RSA 189:25. 1963, 288:1. 1971, 178:1, eff. Aug. 7, 1971.


	Ed 306.22 Middle/Junior High School Curriculum and Time Schedule/Minimum Time Requirements.

(a) The local school board shall ensure that a curriculum is developed and offered for each middle/junior high school that consists of the program of studies and the instructional and co-curricular programs as follows:

(1) The program of studies shall be comprised of all required and elective subjects, and instruction in each of these subjects shall be planned for the attainment of specific educational objectives, consistent with the written goals for each course, leading to the successful completion of the middle/junior high school program; 

(2) The instructional program shall include procedures for diagnosing learner needs, methods/strategies for teaching students, resource-based learning opportunities, techniques for the evaluation of student outcomes, and the provision of remedial instruction as needed; 

(3) The co-curricular program shall consist of those activities which are designed to supplement and enrich regular academic instruction, provide opportunities for social development, and encourage participation in clubs, athletics, performing groups, and service to school and community; and 
(4) A broad and well-balanced program of studies which meets, at a minimum, the subject area requirements established below:

a. If the local school board has voted to organize a school as a middle school, then (b) and (d) below shall apply, and if the local school board has voted to organize a school as a junior high school, then (c) and (d) below shall apply; and 

b. The program of studies shall reflect and build upon the goals and objectives of the primary grades and contribute to the development of those skills, attitudes, and concepts that are included in the high school program of studies;


	


	Ed 306.22 (a), (4)(b) Middle/Junior High School Curriculum and Time Schedule/Minimum Time Requirements.

(b) The local school board for each middle school shall adopt, on an annual basis, a written description of a plan for instruction, including a local time schedule which specifies the distribution of instructional time among the various subjects to be taught in each of the grades 4-8 included in the school in accordance with the following:

(1) At a minimum, instruction shall be provided to all students enrolled in these grades in the subjects specified in Ed 306.24(c), Ed 306.24 (d), Ed 306.27(b) Ed 306.28(b), Ed 306.30(b), Ed 306.32(b), Ed 306.33(b), Ed 306.34(b), Ed 306.35(b), Ed 306.36(b), and Ed 306.37(b); and

(2) Middle schools shall have flexibility in developing scheduling patterns to meet these requirements.
(c) At a minimum, the local school board for each junior high school shall ensure that instruction is provided to all students enrolled in grades 7 and 8 in the subjects specified in Ed 306.24(c), Ed 306.24 (d), Ed 306.27(b) Ed 306.28(b), Ed 306.30(b), Ed 306.32(b), Ed 306.33(b), Ed 306.34(b), Ed 306.35(b), Ed 306.36(b), and Ed 306.37(b); and

(1) Courses in these subjects shall be scheduled to meet for at least the number of clock hours of instructional time per year specified in the table 306-1; 

(2) Schools shall have flexibility in developing scheduling patterns to meet these yearly time requirements; 

(3) In monitoring compliance with these time requirements, the department of education shall consider alternative patterns for the scheduling of courses in art, music, health education, physical education, consumer and homemaking education, and industrial arts/technology as long as the number of hours of instructional time provided to students in each of these subjects shall total at least 2 times the respective minimum yearly subject-area time requirement over the 2-year period; and 
	Ed 306.22 Middle/Junior High School Curriculum and Time Schedule/Minimum Time Requirements.




	
	


	Ed 306.22 (d)  Middle/Junior High School Curriculum and Time Schedule/Minimum Time Requirements.

(d) The local school board shall develop a policy for each middle/junior high school relative to the option of providing supplemental instruction in one or more foreign languages including the extent of this instruction and the students to whom it is offered.

Ed 306.23 High School Curriculum, Unit of Credit, Graduation Requirements, and Co-curricular Program.

(a) The local school board shall ensure that a curriculum is developed for each high school that consists of the program of studies and the instructional and co-curricular programs as follows:

(1) The program of studies shall include those courses for which credit is awarded as well as other educational experiences and instructional activities required by these standards; 

(2) Credit courses shall be planned for the attainment of specific educational objectives leading to the high school diploma;

(3) The instructional program shall include procedures for diagnosing learner needs, methods/strategies for teaching students, resource-based learning opportunities, techniques for the evaluation of student outcomes, and the provision of remedial instruction as needed; and 

(4) The co-curricular program shall consist of those non-credit, elective activities which shall be designed to supplement and enrich regular academic courses, provide opportunities for social development, and encourage participation in sports, athletics, performing groups, and service to school and community. 

(b) The local school board shall ensure that in each high school one unit of credit shall be earned for courses scheduled to meet for no less than 135 clock hours of instructional time if the school operates on an 8-period schedule or for no less than 150 clock hours of instructional time if the school operates on a 7-period schedule.
(c) The local school board shall ensure that a program of studies shall be developed and offered for each high school which includes credit courses and other educational experiences and instructional activities as specified in Ed 306.24(e), Ed 306.25, Ed 306.26, Ed 306.27(c), Ed 306.28(c), Ed 306.29, Ed 306.30(c), Ed 306.31(c), Ed 306.32(c), Ed 306.33(c), Ed 306.34(c), Ed 306.35(c), Ed 306.36(c), Ed 306.37(c) and Ed 306.38.


	


	Ed 306.23 (d)  High School Curriculum, Unit of Credit, Graduation Requirements, and Co-curricular Program 

(d) Consistent with these rules, the local school board shall ensure that:

(1) Each high school shall offer courses which total at least 43 3/4 units of credit distributed as shown in Table 306-2; 

(2) Each high school with an enrollment of 300 or more students shall offer an additional unit of credit in foreign languages for a total of at least 44 3/4 units of credit; 

(3) Each high school's credit course offerings may be composed of single unit courses, fractional unit courses, and/or integrated sequences of courses; 

(4) Each high school may use any relevant title to identify a particular course; and  

(5) The required units of credit in program areas offered by each high school shall be distributed as specified in Table 306-2 below:
Table 306-2 Required Program Areas and Units of Credit to be Offered by Each High School Required Program Areas Units of Credit
Required Program Areas

Units of Credit

Arts Education

3 Units

Business Education

5 Units

Computer Education
1/2 Unit

Consumer and Homemaking

3 Units

Foreign Language

4 or 5 Units

Health Education

1/4 Unit

Industrial Arts/Technology

4 Units

English

6 Units

Mathematics

6 Units

Physical Education

2 Units

Science

5 Units

Social Studies

5 Units

(e) The school board of each high school shall award a high school diploma to those students who earn at least 19 3/4 units of credit for courses selected from the school's program of studies and/or earned in accordance with (b) above or (g), (k), (l), or (m) below.

(f) The 19 3/4 units of credit required for graduation shall be distributed as specified in Table 306-3 below:


	


	Ed 306.23  ( f)  High School Curriculum, Unit of Credit, Graduation Requirements, and Co-curricular Program 

Table 306-3 Required Subjects and Units of Credit for High School Graduation Required Subjects Units of Credit

Required Subjects

Units of Credit

Arts Education 

1/2 Unit

Computer Education

1/2 Unit

English

4 Units

Mathematics 

2 Units

Physical Sciences
1 Unit

Biological Sciences
1 Unit

US & NH History & Government
1 Unit

Basic Business & Economic Education
1/2 Unit
Social Studies Elective
1 Unit
Physical Education 
1 Unit
Health Education 

1/4 Unit

Open Electives 

7 Units

(g) The 1/2 unit requirement in computer education shall be met by successfully completing a ½ unit course at the high school level, passing a locally-developed computer competency test, or successfully completing a computer education program prior to grade 9.
(h) Each of the options specified in (g) above shall ensure that a student is able to demonstrate:

(1) Computer awareness, including the components of computers, how computers affect our lives, the history of computers, and legal issues associated with computer use; 

(2) Skill in computer operation, including logging on, loading a program, interacting with the program, saving the work, and logging off; 

(3) Familiarity with at least 2 computer software packages, including 1 word processing package; 

(4) The use of peripheral devices, such as modems and external disk drives; 

(5) The ability to write a simple program and make minor modifications to it; 

(6) Familiarity with computer applications, such as data storage and retrieval, developing statistical reports, and accessing national data bases; and 

(7) Knowledge of career opportunities associated with computers and their applications.

(i) The one unit social studies elective may be selected from any of the high school's social studies course offerings.

(j) The 7 units of open electives may be selected from any of the school's course offerings.

	


	Ed 306.23 High School Curriculum, Unit of Credit, Graduation Requirements, and Co-curricular Program continued:
(k) The local school board may adopt policies relative to the awarding of credit for correspondence courses and distance-learning courses that require that:

(1) Students may earn no more than 3 units of credit toward the 19 3/4 units required for graduation through the successful completion of such courses;

(2) No more than 2 units of such credit may be earned in any school year; and 
(3) The high school principal shall approve correspondence courses and distance-learning courses for credit purposes if he/she determines that: 

a. Said courses are offered by an  educational institution accredited by a recognized national, regional, or state accrediting agency;

b. Said courses are not otherwise offered by the high school; and 

c. Unit courses shall require the same time commitment as is required/expected by the high school for students enrolled in unit courses offered by the school.
(l) Each high school may award credit toward completion of graduation requirements for alternative educational experiences students acquire outside the school's formal program of studies provided that:

(1) Such alternative learning is related to the school's stated educational goals and objectives;

(2) The local school board has established specific written policies controlling the awarding of such credit and that credit for unit courses shall require the same time commitment as is required/expected by the high school for students enrolled in unit courses offered by the school;
(3) The school retains responsibility for the coordination, supervision, and evaluation of alternative learning experiences; and

(4) For vocational education experiences, Ed 1400 shall apply. 
(m) The local school board shall adopt a policy relative to counting credits for course work earned in one content area toward meeting graduation requirements in another content area through the awarding of interdisciplinary credit which may be permitted subject to the following conditions:

(1) No more than 1/2 of the graduation requirements in a subject area may be earned through interdisciplinary credit, except that the 1/2 unit in arts education, the 1/2 unit in computer education, the 1/2 unit in basic business and economic education, and the 1/4 unit in health education may be earned through interdisciplinary credit;

(2) Interdisciplinary credit shall be counted only once in meeting graduation requirements;

(3) Graduation requirements met by interdisciplinary credit shall be clearly designated on student transcripts; and

(4) The high school principal may approve a particular course for interdisciplinary credit if he/she determines that:

a. The course has been designed by a team consisting of faculty from each subject area involved, guidance personnel, and the high school's administration; and

b. The course addresses the objectives for the subject area in which the credit is to be counted.

	


	Ed 306.23 High School Curriculum, Unit of Credit, Graduation Requirements, and Co-curricular Program continued:

(n) Upon receipt of a written request from the local school board, the commissioner of education shall waive a particular graduation requirement and shall permit the local board to award a diploma to an individual student if the commissioner determines that:

(1) Such action shall be in the best interests of the student; and

(2) At least one of the following circumstances exists:

a. The student has a debilitating illness which limits school attendance;

b. The student has a physical disability which precludes participation in physical education;

c. The student moved into a New Hampshire school district from out of state during grade 12 and was not able to schedule a particular graduation requirement; or

d. Other similar conditions beyond the control of the student.

(o) In each high school, the minimum yearly course load for a student shall be 4 units of credit, except that this requirement may be modified for:

(1) Disabled students for whom an individualized education program, otherwise known as an IEP, has been developed in accordance with Ed 1109;

(2) Students for whom early graduation has been approved as provided in (p) below; or

(3) Those individuals in special or unusual circumstances as provided by local school board policy.
(p) Local school boards may adopt policies pertaining to early graduation for individual students. Such policies shall require parental involvement for students under the age of 18. Consistent with local policy, the high school principal shall approve such requests if he/she determines that all state and local graduation requirements shall be met and that early graduation shall be related to the career and/or educational plans of the student making said request. Upon approval by the high school principal, the minimum 4-unit requirement per year for enrolled students shall be waived and the student shall be awarded a high school diploma. 

(q) Each high school may modify the normal program of instruction for seniors in order to prepare adequately for graduation. The daily schedule shall not be modified prior to the 175th day and modifications in the schedule shall apply only to seniors. In no case shall graduation be held prior to the 175th day of school. In accordance with this rule, seniors may earn 1 unit of credit for courses which have met for not less than 147 clock hours of instructional time. No reduction shall be permitted for courses which are scheduled to meet for 135 clock hours. 

(r) Each high school shall offer a co-curricular program which provides opportunities for all students to participate in activities designed to meet their needs and interests, such as intramural and interscholastic athletics, performing groups, academic clubs and societies, student government, and similar activities. 

(s) The co-curricular program of each high school shall include the following:

(1) A local school board policy which provides for the administration and supervision of each activity;

(2) Activities which promote the school's educational goals and objectives;

(3) Scheduling patterns which limit interruptions to the instructional program;

(4) Student participation in selecting, organizing, and carrying out activities; and

(5) Opportunities for students to develop leadership skills and cooperative attitudes.

	


	Ed 306.24 Arts Education Program.

(a) Pursuant to Ed 306.21, the local school board shall ensure that an art program is developed and offered in each elementary school that provides:

(1) Systematic instruction which develops students' abilities to perceive, create, and appreciate messages communicated through visual and tactile elements;

(2) Opportunities for students to become familiar with a variety of visual art media and dimensional design options;

(3) Planned activities designed to increase students' powers of visual discrimination and their appreciation of visual forms; and

(4) Opportunities for students to be exposed to works of art within their historical and cultural contexts.
(b) Pursuant to Ed 306.21, the local school board shall ensure that a music program is developed and offered in each elementary school that provides:

(1) Systematic instruction which develops students' abilities to appreciate music as an expression of self and culture;

(2) Opportunities to listen to, create, and perform music;

(3) Opportunities for students to be exposed to a variety of musical forms; and 

(4) Opportunities for students to study and appreciate works of music within their historical and cultural contexts.

(c) Pursuant to Ed 306.22, the local school board shall ensure that an art program is developed and offered in each middle/junior high school that provides:

(1) Experiences which develop students' abilities to perceive, create, appreciate, and communicate messages through visual and tactile elements;

(2) Instruction which emphasizes a variety of art media and creative problem-solving techniques;

(3) Planned activities designed to increase students' powers of visual discrimination and their ability to critically assess and make choices about visual art forms; and

(4) Systematic instruction and activities designed to enable students to:

a. Acquire knowledge of basic art elements in both 2 and 3 dimensions, including color, form/shape, and design;

b. Appreciate the rich art heritage of cultures of the past as well as the significance of art in contemporary cultures;

c. Produce original art work in a variety of media, including drawing, painting, print making, design, sculpture, textiles, clay, and photography;

d. Employ safe techniques and demonstrate the proper use of materials, tools, and equipment;

e. Evaluate, apply, and communicate ideas, feelings, and moods through various art forms; and

f. Make critical choices on the use of art in the home, school, community, and careers.

	


	Ed 306.25 Business Education Program.

(a) Pursuant to Ed 306.23(b) and (c), the local school board shall ensure that a business education program is developed and offered in each high school that provides:

(1) Opportunities for students to become familiar with business principles, practices, attitudes, and procedures basic to successful participation in the business world;

(2) Opportunities for students to develop a knowledge and understanding of the American free-enterprise system, processes and machines for computation, business-related jobs and careers, the development and application of communication skills, the management and processing of information, and the intelligent consumer use of the products and services of the business world;

(3) Courses totaling at least 5 units of credit in business education which shall be distributed as follows:

a. Three units in business communication that apply basic language skills and use business equipment to produce, record, reproduce, retain, transmit, and disseminate business information such as typing, stenography, office procedures, and word processing;

b. One unit in maintaining numerical and clerical records for business transactions involving money, including recording, retaining, and transmitting business data such as accounting, bookkeeping, recordkeeping, and data processing; 

c. One unit in basic business and economic education dealing with the American free enterprise system, production of goods, provision of services, marketing and distribution to the consumer, business decision making, careers in business and marketing, economics of work, and human relations in business such as business dynamics, general business, management, marketing, and retailing;

(4) Systematic classroom instruction and activities designed to enable students to:

a. Record and process data, words, and information;

b. Produce readable hand printed, handwritten, typed, and printed copy;

c. Develop skills in administrative, clerical, or secretarial procedures;

d. Make intelligent consumer decisions about the use of business and government services and products;

e. Make decisions and solve problems related to business and office activities;

f. Plan an individualized program leading to a career in business, management, or marketing;

g. Manage personal business activities;

h. Understand the impact of different attitudes on business behavior and the decisions of individuals; and

i. Describe private and public business organizations and their management in relation to personal and societal conditions.


	


	Ed 306.26 Career Education Program.

(a) Pursuant to Ed 306.23(c), the local school board shall ensure that a career education program is developed and offered in each high school that provides:

(1) To make career decisions;

(2) Opportunities for students to become familiar with the skills and knowledge essential for making individual career decisions and the infusion of such knowledge and skill development throughout the high school curriculum;

(3) Opportunities for students to develop self-knowledge, self-confidence, and an awareness of one's potential and limitations in planning for a lifetime of purposeful, productive work and economic security;

(4) A plan by which career information, career planning, and decision-making skills are integrated into all areas of the curriculum;

(5) Systematic classroom instruction and activities designed to enable students to:

a. Develop basic knowledge, attitudes, and competencies which promote success on the job;

b. Collect and evaluate data related to current and emerging employment opportunities;

c. Use available resources in planning and decision-making regarding educational and career objectives;

d. Understand the wide variety and interrelatedness of occupations; and

e. Develop career interests and an awareness of the training and skills required for success, including job entry, adjustment, and advancement.
Ed 306.27 Computer Education Program.

(a) Pursuant to Ed 306.21, the local school board shall ensure that a computer education program is developed and offered in each elementary school that provides:

(1) Opportunities for students to become familiar with computers and computer applications including keyboarding skills; and

(2) Systematic classroom instruction and activities designed to increase students' awareness of computers, computer operation, and the use of computers to aid in word processing and problem solving.

(b) Pursuant to Ed 306.22, the local school board shall ensure that a computer education program is developed and offered in each middle/junior high school that provides:

(1) Opportunities for students to become familiar with computers and applications;

(2) Instruction which emphasizes computer awareness and computer operation, including keyboarding skills;

(3) Opportunities for students to become familiar with several software packages;

(4) Planned activities designed to increase students' abilities to use computers to aid in word processing, data management, and problem solving; and


	


	(5) Systematic classroom instruction and activities designed to enable students to:

a. Be aware of the common uses of computers as well as social and economic issues related to their use;

b. Recognize legal issues associated with computer use such as copyright law infringement and protection of privacy;

c. Demonstrate proper handling and use of computers, peripherals, and diskettes;

d. Identify the basic components of a computer;

e. Understand how data is treated by a computer, including input, process, storage, and output;

f. Demonstrate computer operation by logging on, loading a program, interacting with the program, saving the work, and logging off;

g. Become familiar with several software packages;

h. Write a program to solve a problem; and

i. Become familiar with computer-related careers.
(c) Pursuant to Ed 306.23(b) and (c), the local school board shall ensure that a computer education program is developed and offered in each high school that provides:

(1) Opportunities for students to become familiar with computers, computer operation, and programming;

(2) Opportunities for students to develop a knowledge and understanding of the makeup of computers, how they affect our lives, the history of computers, and the legal issues associated with their use;

(3) Experiences which develop students' abilities in keyboarding, the proper use of peripheral equipment, and the use of computers in areas such as drill and practice, simulations, word processing, and data management;

(4) Instruction which emphasizes knowledge of at least one programming language and the ability to develop and make minor modifications to computer programs;

(5) A course for at least 1/2 unit of credit in computer education as specified in Ed 306.23(e);

(6) A plan by which computer use and applications shall be integrated throughout the program of studies; and

(7) Systematic classroom instruction and activities designed to enable students to:

a. Demonstrate computer awareness;

b. Develop and/or enhance skills in computer operation;

c. Demonstrate knowledge of hardware and software;

d. Identify peripheral devices and demonstrate their uses;

e. Describe what computers can and cannot do;

f. Demonstrate familiarity with at least one computer language;

g. Demonstrate the ability to write simple programs and make minor modification to them;

h. Develop problem-solving skills associated with computer applications; and

i. Demonstrate knowledge of career opportunities associated with computers and their

applications.
	


	Ed 306.28 Consumer and Homemaking Education Program.

(a) The local school board may provide for the development and offering of instruction in consumer and homemaking education in an elementary school. If such a program is developed and offered, it shall comply with the program and safety standards in Ed 306.38(a)(3)a.
(b) Pursuant to Ed 306.22, the local school board shall ensure that a consumer and homemaking education program is developed and offered in each middle/junior high school that provides:

(1) Instructions which emphasizes the application of scientific principles to the enhancement of everyday life;

(2) Planned activities designed to promote students' development as contributing members of the family, school, and community;

(3) Instruction in both subject matter and process with an emphasis on breadth rather than depth;

(4) Experiences which develop students' knowledge of consumer studies, child development, housing and management, foods and nutrition, textiles and clothing, integrating the home with the natural ecosystem, and personal experiences, home environment, and family life;

(5) Experiences which develop students' abilities in decision making, critical thinking, management techniques, planning, goal setting, evaluation, communications, human interaction skills, and technological literacy;

(6) Systematic classroom instruction and activities designed to enable students to:

a. Maintain a positive self-image;

b. Recognize the importance of integrating the physical, social, emotional, and mental aspects of life;

c. Understand the role of the family, changing patterns of family life, and the stages of the family life cycle;
d. Communicate both feelings and ideas effectively;

e. Set and achieve personal goals;

f. Manage resources effectively to meet personal needs;

g. Make consumer choices based on reasoned judgments; and

h. Become familiar with careers related to consumer and homemaking;

(c) Pursuant to Ed 306.23(b) and (c), the local school board shall ensure that a consumer and homemaking education program is developed and offered in each high school that provides:

(1) Opportunities for students to develop a knowledge and understanding of social, scientific, technological, and economic principles as they relate to personal, home, and family life;

(2) Instruction which emphasizes the development of all individuals into competent consumers and productive, well-adjusted members of families and society;

(3) Opportunities for students to develop an awareness of career opportunities and leadership skills; 
	


	Ed 306.28 Consumer and Homemaking Education Program.

(4) Courses totaling at least 3 units of credit in consumer and homemaking education consisting of course work in each of the following areas of study:

a. Food and nutrition;

b. Human growth and development and child care;

c. Clothing and textiles;

d. Parenthood education;

e. Family living; and

f. Housing and living environments; and
(5) Systematic classroom instruction and activities designed to enable students to: 

a. Develop economic proficiency as consumers and productive members of a family and of the larger society;

b. Promote the positive development of one's self and family members;

c. Understand the principles of human growth and development;

d. Critically analyze advertising;

e. Manage resources as consumers; and

f. Develop attitudes and habits conducive to career planning, preparation, and success.
Ed 306.29 Driver Education Program.

(a) Pursuant to Ed 306.23(c), the local school board shall ensure that a driver education program is developed and offered in each high school that provides:

(1) Opportunities for students to develop the knowledge, skills, and attitudes necessary for safe and efficient operation of a motor vehicle, including pedestrian safety;

(2) Access to driver education programs which, at a minimum, shall consist of concurrent classroom instruction and behind-the-wheel driver training in accordance with Saf-C 3100, and may be implemented through contractual arrangements with a licensed motor vehicle drivers school as provided in Saf-C 3118, scheduled outside of the regular school day, and supported with student fees; and

(3) Systematic classroom instruction and activities designed to enable students to:

a. Operate motor vehicles safely and efficiently;

b. Avoid accidents which might be caused by changing conditions of the roadway, weather, population concentration, and the mechanics of the vehicle;

c. Understand driver characteristics, limitations, and behaviors, including the effects of mood, personal health, alcohol, drugs, and emotions on one's performance;

d. Develop positive attitudes toward safety and complying with motor vehicle laws and rules of the road;

e. Know when a vehicle is in safe and efficient operating condition;

f. Understand the basic economics of buying, operating, insuring, and maintaining a motor vehicle; and

g. Act appropriately when accidents occur, including administering first aid.
	


	Ed 306.30 English/Language Arts and Reading Program.

(a) Pursuant to Ed 306.21, the local school board shall ensure that an English/language arts and reading program is developed and offered in each elementary school that provides:

(1) Systematic and continuous instruction which develops students' knowledge of language arts, including listening, speaking, reading, and writing;

(2) Instruction which emphasizes how to clarify, order, interpret, and communicate experiences through the skillful use of language;

(3) Opportunities for each student to exercise, with fluency and ease, oral and written skills and to become acquainted with others' interpretations of experiences through literature, film, television, and other media;

(4) An environment which promotes the importance of reading;

(5) Opportunities for each child to become literate;

(6) Methods for assessing students for appropriate placement in the reading/language arts program, including diagnostic assessment for remediation;

(7) Support for classroom teachers on interpreting test results;

(8) Continuous monitoring of each student's progress from grade to grade;

(9) Early intervention or remediation;

(10) Instruction for classroom teachers in reading in the content areas; and

(11) Training for instructional staff on methods for effectively meeting the language arts/reading needs of all students and on current developments in language arts/reading.
(b) Pursuant to Ed 306.22, the local school board shall ensure that an English/language arts and reading program is developed and offered in each middle/junior high school that provides:

(1) Instruction which emphasizes the use of language to clarify, order, interpret, and communicate experiences including instruction in listening, speaking, reading, writing, and viewing;

(2) Opportunities for each student to develop oral and written skills and to become acquainted with others' interpretations of experiences through literature, film, television, and other media; and

(3) Systematic classroom instruction and activities designed to enable student to: 

a. Comprehend and produce progressively more complex oral and written language using various patterns of organization, such as narration, description, enumeration, sequence, cause/effect, comparison/contrast, and problem/solution;

b. Recognize and create literary elements, such as plot, character, setting and point of view in a variety of genres;

c. Apply the writing process, including choosing a topic, generating ideas and locating information, drafting, revising, and editing;

d. Increase vocabulary through semantics, use of the dictionary, structural analysis, including prefixes and suffixes, and other strategies;

e. Apply previously learned reading skills to content materials;
	


	Ed 306.30 English/Language Arts and Reading Program.
(b) (3) continued

f. Acquire new reading skills and fluency through remedial, developmental, and enrichment programs;

g. Use appropriate reading techniques to acquire knowledge, including setting the purpose for reading, varying reading speed, and reading for comprehension at the literal, inferential, evaluative, critical, and analytical levels;

h. Read to satisfy personal interests and recognize that literature can offer insight into life; and

i. Employ appropriate study skills, including the ability to locate materials, take notes, organize information, and use a variety of sources.
(c) Pursuant to Ed 306.23(b) and (c), the local school board shall ensure that an English/language arts program is developed and offered in each high school that provides:

(1) Opportunities for students to become familiar with the history, structure, and use of English as the basic medium of communication in our society;

(2) Opportunities for students to develop proficiency and control in the use of language, an appreciation of a variety of literary forms, an understanding and appreciation of various aspects of past and present cultures as expressed in literature, and interests for lifelong learning;

(3) Courses totaling at least 6 units of credit in English which shall be distributed as follows: 

a. At least 4 units required of all students and planned as a purposeful sequence of study which promotes the development of the basic language skills of listening, speaking, reading, writing, and viewing; the acquisition of knowledge, and the understanding of literature and our literary heritage; and

b. At least 2 elective units designed to provide increased proficiency in the basic language skills and/or an expanded knowledge and understanding of literature and which may be met by such courses as advanced writing, public speaking, debating, dramatics, humanities, and world literature; and

(4) Systematic classroom instruction and activities designed to enable students to:

a. Develop effective listening and discussion techniques, distinguish fact from opinion, and identify the principle idea;

b. Write and present speeches for a variety of purposes and audiences;

c. Understand and apply the writing process by choosing a topic, generating ideas and locating information, drafting, revising, and editing in order to write well-organized, legible, well-supported papers;

d. Use correctly the conventions of standard English, such as grammar, punctuation, spelling, capitalization, and word usage, in all written work; 
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e. Increase reading speed and comprehension and develop thinking skills, such as inference, applying knowledge, and making judgments;

f. Develop word recognition skills, such as context clues, prefixes, suffixes, and phonetic analysis, in order to develop an increased vocabulary;

g. Understand ideas presented in a variety of visual formats such as television advertisements and political cartoons;

h. Know and appreciate both traditional and contemporary literature, including English, American, and works in translation;

i. Understand literary analysis through discussion and writing activities;

j. Recognize how our literary heritage relates to the customs, ideas, and values of today's life and culture; and

k. Develop study skills which contribute to academic success, such as using the dictionary, note taking, locating information, distinguishing good sources of information from bad sources, and applying information in solving of real-life problems.
Ed 306.31 Foreign Languages Program.

(a) The local school board may provide for the development and offering of instruction in one or more foreign languages in an elementary school. The extent of this instruction and the students to whom it is offered shall be determined by local school board policy.

(b) Pursuant to Ed 306.22(d) the local school board may provide for the development and offering of supplemental instruction in one or more foreign languages in a middle/junior high school. If foreign language instruction is offered, the program shall be designed to provide:

(1) Opportunities for students to develop a basic proficiency in a second language and to explore 2 or more languages other than English;

(2) Instruction which emphasizes basic competency in the 4 skills of listening comprehension, reading, speaking, and writing;

(3) Activities designed to make students aware of the culture of the countries in which the language(s) is/are spoken; and

(4) Systematic classroom instruction and activities designed to enable students to:

a. Gain basic linguistic knowledge in one or more second language(s);

b. Acquire basic communicative competence by applying the skills of listening comprehension, speaking, reading, and writing;

c. Understand the contributions of other cultures and compare elements of those cultures with American culture;

d. Recognize and respect linguistic and cultural differences and be enriched by other societies' contributions to the human experience;

e. Be aware of the concept of global interdependence; and

f. Become familiar with the relationship between second language skills and future career choices.
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(c) Pursuant to Ed 306.23(b) and (c), the local school board shall ensure that a foreign language program is developed and offered in each high school that provides: 

(1) Opportunities for students to become familiar with the linguistic and cultural elements of classical and/or modern languages;

(2) Opportunities for students to develop a knowledge and understanding of the skills necessary for effective communication in the language(s) studied as well as an understanding of the nature and contributions of the related culture(s);

(3) For each high school with an enrollment of less than 300 students in grades 9-12, courses totaling either 4 units of credit in foreign languages comprised of a 4-year sequence in one foreign language or 5 units of credit comprised of a 3-year sequence in one foreign language and a 2-year sequence in a second foreign language or each high school with an enrollment of 300 or more students in grades 9-12, courses totaling 5 units of credit comprised of a 3-year sequence in one foreign language and a 2-year sequence in a second foreign language;
(4) Systematic classroom instruction and activities designed to enable students to:

a. Acquire progressive proficiency in the skills of listening comprehension, speaking, reading, writing and structural analysis;

b. Increase knowledge and understanding of the countries, cultures, and attitudes of the peoples whose languages are being studied;

c. Appreciate one's own cultural heritage;

d. Plan education and career development in areas related to foreign languages; and

e. Develop vocational interests and activities associated with the study and use of foreign languages.
Ed 306.32 Health Education Program.

(a) Pursuant to Ed 306.21, the local school board shall ensure that a health education program is developed and offered in each elementary school that provides systematic instruction in:

(1) Nutrition;

(2) First aid;

(3) Mental health;

(4) Disease, including communicable diseases and the prevention of disease;

(5) The effects of drugs, alcohol, venereal diseases, and AIDS on the human body;

(6) Personal health habits, including exercise and recreation, dental health, and the use of health services; and

(7) The prevention of accidents, including the identification of hazards and the promotion of safe practices.
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(b) Pursuant to Ed 306.22, the local school board shall ensure that a health education program is developed and offered in each middle/junior high school that provides:

(1) Instruction in physiology and hygiene, substance abuse, venereal diseases, AIDS, and nutrition education;

(2) Experiences which develop students' abilities in critical thinking and decision-making skills; and

(3) Systematic classroom instruction and activities designed to enable students to:

a. Respect and support the decisions of others relative to abstinence from sexual activity;

b. Make decisions which not only enhance their own health and safety but also the wellbeing of others and the community at large;

c. Be aware of sound nutritional and personal health habits, including exercise and recreation, dental health, mental health, first aid, and the use of health services;

d. Become familiar with the stages and characteristics of the human life cycle ;

e. Understand the causes of disease, including communicable diseases, and the prevention of disease;

f. Be aware of the effects of drugs, alcohol, venereal diseases, and AIDS on the human body; and

g. Help prevent accidents through the identification of hazards and the promotion of safe practices.
(c) Pursuant to Ed 306.23(b) and (c), the local school board shall ensure that a health education program is developed and offered in each high school that provides:

(1) Activities for students to develop knowledge, attitudes, appreciations, and behaviors essential to the growth, development, and well-being of each individual;

(2) A course for at least 1/4 unit of credit in health education which shall focus on instruction in physiology and hygiene, substance abuse, venereal diseases, AIDS, and nutrition education; and

(3) Systematic classroom instruction and activities designed to enable students to:

a. Respect and support the decisions of others relative to abstinence from sexual activity;

b. Make decisions which not only enhance their own health and safety but also the wellbeing

of others and the community at large;

c. Develop attitudes and practices which will minimize involvement in accidents;

d. Respect and use chemical substances only under informed conditions or proper supervision;

e. Provide adequate nutrition and personal health care;

f. Develop exercise and recreational programs to enhance physical and emotional wellbeing; and

g. Maintain the strength and vitality necessary for productivity and general good health. 
	


	Ed 306.33 Industrial Arts/Technology Program.

(a) The local school board may provide for the development and offering of instruction in industrial arts/technology in an elementary school. If an elementary school provides a program in this area, it shall comply with the program and safety standards in Ed 306.38(a)(3)a.
(b) Pursuant to Ed 306.22, the local school board shall ensure that an industrial arts/technology program is developed and offered in each middle/junior high school that provides:

(1) Opportunities for students to develop an understanding of the technological world in which they live and will someday work;

(2) Opportunities for students to develop positive attitudes and knowledge about industry and technology in the areas of visual communications technology, energy/power/transportation, and materials and process technology;

(3) Opportunities for students to develop a knowledge and understanding of the free enterprise

system and promote the development of problem-solving skills as well as basic skills in planning, designing, fabricating, and evaluating technical processes; and (4) Systematic classroom instruction and activities designed to enable students to:

a. Acquire an understanding of technical processes, the practical application of mathematics and scientific principles, and the interrelationships between industrial arts/technology and other subject areas in the school curriculum;

b. Be aware of the right to a safe work environment as well as the safe and appropriate use of tools, small machines, and processes;

c. Understand industry and technology, their place in our culture, and in the free enterprise system;

d. Learn leadership and group-process skills;

e. Recognize and build upon individual talents and interests; and

f. Become familiar with opportunities and requirements for careers in visual

communications, energy/power/ transportation, and materials and processes;
(c) Pursuant to Ed 306.23(b) and (c), the local school board shall ensure that an industrial arts/technology education program is developed and offered in each high school that provides:

(1) Opportunities for students to become familiar with the effects of industry and technology on society;

(2) Planned activities designed to increase students' knowledge and skills related to energy and power, materials and processes, and visual communications technology;

 
	


	Ed 306.33 Industrial Arts/Technology Program. (c) (3) continued
(3) Courses totaling at least 4 units of credit in industrial arts/technology of which at least one unit of credit shall be offered in each of the following cluster areas:

a. Energy and power, including electricity, electronics, power mechanics, transportation, alternative energy, and energy conservation;

b. Materials and process technology, including wood technology, woodworking, metal technology, metalworking, and plastic technology;

c. Visual communications technology, including drafting fundamentals, mechanical drafting, engineering drafting, architectural drafting, photography, printing, and graphic arts; and
(4) Systematic classroom instruction and activities designed to enable students to:

a. Understand the factors of production, including capital, labor, and management, in relation to industrial organization and management;

b. Perform manipulative tasks and skills in specific machine and tool operations; 

c. Plan, design, and produce jigs, fixtures, and templates, as well as various products;

d. Think critically and constructively in supporting the individual and societal needs for productivity and protection of the environment and our resources; and

e. Analyze, research, and solve technological problems in a systematic and economically-sound manner.
Ed 306.34 Mathematics Program.

(a) Pursuant to Ed 306.21, the local school board shall ensure that a mathematics program is developed and offered in each elementary school that provides:

(1) Systematic classroom instruction and activities in measurement, geometry, logic, patterns and functions, graphing, probability and statistics, pre-algebra, numeration, our number system and its properties, and computation;

(2) Opportunities for students to become familiar with problem solving skills, the making and use of estimations, and the ability to recognize reasonable and unreasonable answers;

(3) Opportunities for students to develop a knowledge and understanding of mathematical concepts through concrete experiences with manipulative materials such as base-ten blocks and cuisenaire rods; and

(4) Planned activities designed to facilitate students' development of mathematical concepts and skills from the concrete to the representational and finally to the abstract level.
(b) Pursuant to Ed 306.22, the local school board shall ensure that a mathematics program is developed and offered in each middle/junior high school that provides:

(1) Systematic instruction in numbers and numeration, computation and estimation, geometry, measurement, statistics and probability, functions and graphs, logic, and the fundamentals of pre-algebra.

(2) Opportunities for students to develop problem-solving skills, the ability to communicate mathematical ideas, and positive attitudes such as inquisitiveness and appreciation of the beauty of mathematical patterns; 
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(3) Instruction which emphasizes the applications of mathematics and is designed to build upon and emphasize the connections among various mathematical topics; and

(4) Systematic classroom instruction and activities designed to enable students to:

a. Add, subtract, multiply, and divide decimals, fractions, and integers;

b. Apply the concepts of ratio, proportion, percent, and scaling;

c. Estimate the results of computations and know when to use a calculator/computer;

d. Understand the basic elements of the geometry of the plane and space;

e. Employ both the metric and English systems of measurement;

f. Apply mathematics in solving real problems and in practical everyday situations, including data analysis and making predictions based on experimental results and mathematical probabilities;

g. Recognize examples of deductive and inductive reasoning;

h. Work with variables, expressions, and linear and nonlinear equations and inequalities;

i. Explore the historical and cultural developments of mathematics; and

j. Become familiar with mathematically-related careers.
(c) Pursuant to Ed 306.23(b) and (c), the local school board shall ensure that a mathematics program is developed and offered in each high school that provides:

(1) Planned activities designed to increase student's knowledge and understanding of number, slope, arrangement, and related concepts;

(2) Systematic instruction which develops students' abilities to understand arithmetic, algebra, geometry, trigonometry, and analysis;

(3) Instructional activities that incorporate applications and problem solving and help students discover the connections among mathematics' many and varied topics.

(4) Courses totaling at least 6 units of credit in mathematics consisting of 2 sequential units for the general student and 4 sequential units for the college-bound student, with at least one unit of credit to be offered in each of the following areas:

a. Introduction to high school mathematics and applications;

b. Elementary algebra;

c. Geometry;

d. Intermediate algebra; and

e. Advanced mathematics;

(5) Systematic classroom instruction and activities designed to enable students who enroll in the general mathematics program to:

a. Perform the computations of addition, subtraction, multiplication, and division using fractions, decimals, and integers;

b. Make and use measurements in both English and metric units;

c. Use the mathematics of integers, fractions, decimals, ratio, proportion, percent, roots, powers, elementary algebra, and geometry;

d. Make estimates and approximations and judge the reasonableness of a result;

e. Identify and formulate problems, as well as propose and evaluate ways to solve them;
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f. Select and use appropriate approaches and tools in solving problems, including mental computation, trial and error, paper-and-pencil techniques, calculator, and computer;

g. Use elementary concepts of probability and statistics;

h. Draw reasonable conclusions from information found in various sources, whether written, spoken, tabular, or graphic, and defend conclusions rationally; and

i. Apply the concepts and skills of mathematics in solving real problems and in practical, everyday situations; and
(6) Systematic classroom instruction and activities designed to enable students who enroll in the college preparatory mathematics program to:

a. Identify polynomial functions, draw their graphs, and solve related equations;

b. Identify exponential and logarithmic functions, understand the nature of inverse functions, graph a function and its inverse, and solve related equations;

c. Identify arithmetical and geometric sequences and series, including infinite geometric series, and find the sums of such series when they exist;

d. Identify the solution of linear, quadratic, and absolute value inequalities and sketch the related graphs;

e. Develop skills with proof and deduction as related to plane figures;

f. Identify fundamental properties of geometric figures in three dimensions;

g. Apply formulas for area, volume, and surface area;

h. Demonstrate the ability to visualize three-dimensional figures and illustrate them as two-dimensional nets;

i. Describe the connection between right triangle trigonometry and the circular function concept;

j. Identify the trigonometric functions, draw their graphs, and demonstrate the use of these functions in applications including the use of vectors;

k. Identify the inverse trigonometric functions and draw their graphs;

l. Prove trigonometric identities and solve trigonometric equations;

m. Demonstrate curve sketching skills for all the elementary functions;

n. Construct graphs using polar coordinates;

o. Identify the conic sections, write their equations, identify their graphs, and discuss their properties; and

p. Identify complex numbers and illustrate their relationship to equations, trigonometry, and vectors;

	


	Ed 306.35 Physical Education Program.

(a) Pursuant to Ed 306.21, the local school board shall ensure that a physical education program is developed and offered in each elementary school that provides:

(1) Planned activities designed to increase students' loco-motor movement skills, manipulative skills, tracking ability, and eye-hand and eye-foot coordination; 
(2) Systematic instruction and activities to assist students in the transition from gross motor skill development to fine motor skill development;

(3) Opportunities for students to be exposed to a variety of dance and rhythmic activities, including educational and traditional games, dance, and gymnastic instruction, which allow for a problem-solving approach also be included;

(4) Instruction which emphasizes physical fitness and stresses the importance of an active lifestyle;

(5) Planned instruction, activities and games which develop students' abilities to progress systematically through the following stages:

a. Individual-centered play;

b. Parallel play;

c. Cooperative play; and

d. Cooperative-competitive play;
(b) Pursuant to Ed 306.22, the local school board shall ensure that a physical education program is developed and offered in each middle/junior high school that provides:

(1) Developmentally-appropriate activities designed to increase students' motivation and fitness;

(2) Experiences which help students acquire skills and attitudes which are essential for healthful living, including gross and fine motor skills, good sportsmanship, and the realization that the mind and body are interdependent;

(3) Systematic instruction and activities designed to enable students to:

a. Employ motor skills which promote coordination;

b. Assess their own level of fitness;

c. Maintain a high level of physical fitness, strength, and stamina;

d. Enjoy sports as a participant and/or spectator;

e. Use time constructively and enjoy leisure-time activities;

f. Recognize and respect individual differences in ability;

g. Acquire leadership skills and learn how to accept responsibility and work as part of a team; and

h. Accept success and failure in individual and team efforts; and

(4) Instruction in the following specific areas:

a. Activities designed to improve the general level of physical fitness;

b. Movement activities, such as dance, rhythm, dramatics, and gymnastics; and

c. Cooperative and recreational activities, such as bowling, archery, tennis, cycling, and fishing.
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(c) Pursuant to Ed 306.23(b) and (c), the local school board shall ensure that a physical education program is developed and offered in each high school that provides:

(1) Opportunities for students to become familiar with the concepts and principles of human movement;

(2) Experiences which help students develop motor skills, perceptual skills, coordination, strength, stamina, and fitness, as well as stress the development of recreational interests and skills and the prevention of injuries and illness;

(3) Courses totaling at least 2 units of credit comprised of topics and activities selected from the following program components:

a. Body dynamics which shall include planned physical activities for improving the general level of fitness, such as conditioning exercises, fundamental movement, individual self-testing events, and posture education;

b. Dance, rhythm, and dramatics which shall include activities that are imitative or creative expressions of movement designed to communicate ideas and feelings and performed by students alone, or with others, such as folk and square dancing, free play, and mimetic dancing;

c. Group games, contests, and relays which shall include planned developmental activities that provide opportunities for physical interaction among students in either cooperative or competitive situations, such as dodge ball, partner tag, tug-o-war, and various types of relays;

d. Individual and dual sports which shall include planned activities with high carry-over possibilities for lifetime use, such as bowling, badminton, archery, golf, and tennis;

e. Outdoor recreational activities which shall include planned leisure experiences usually organized as noncompetitive, voluntary, out-of-door activities such as camping, cycling, fishing, and hunting;

f. Stunts, tumbling, and gymnastics which shall include activities designed to perform formal movements in various combinations and to create new movements while participating in activities such as balancing, building pyramids, vaulting, and exercising on mats, parallel bars, a horizontal bar, rings, ropes, and the side horse; and

g. Team sports which shall include planned physical group activities involving relatively complex strategies for competing successfully against comparable opponents according to predetermined rules, such as baseball, basketball, field hockey, soccer, and football; and
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(4) Systematic instruction and activities designed to enable students to:

a. Understand the development and functioning of their bodies;

b. Enjoy sports as a participant and/or spectator;

c. Develop and maintain good physical and mental health;

d. Maintain a high level of physical fitness, strength, and stamina;

e. Use time constructively and enjoy leisure-time activities;

f. Prevent injury and illness to one's self;

g. Plan careers associated with this discipline; and

h. Evaluate changing conditions in one's environment which impinge on safety and body development.
Ed 306.36 Science Program.

(a) Pursuant to Ed 306.21, the local school board shall ensure that a science program is developed and offered in each elementary school that provides:

(1) Planned activities designed to develop students' critical thinking skills and promote the acquisition of positive attitudes such as curiosity, initiative, self-reliance, and persistence;

(2) Planned activities in grades K-6 designed to increase students' factual knowledge and conceptual understanding of the physical, biological, and earth sciences;

(3) Instruction in grades 7 and 8 which emphasizes biology/life science and earth/space science; and

(4) Opportunities for students to develop a knowledge and understanding of process skills such as observing, classifying, measuring, and inferring.


	


	Ed 306.36 Science Program.

(b) Pursuant to Ed 306.22, the local school board shall ensure that a science program is developed and offered in each middle/junior high school that provides:

(1) Planned activities designed to develop students' critical thinking skills and promote the acquisition of positive attitudes such as curiosity, initiative, self-reliance, and persistence;

(2) Planned activities in grades 4-6 designed to increase students' factual knowledge and conceptual understanding in the physical, biological, and earth sciences;

(3) Instruction in grades 7 and 8 which emphasizes biology/life science and earth/space science;

(4) Opportunities for students to develop a knowledge and understanding of process skills such as observing, classifying, measuring, graphing, inferring, experimenting, and communicating; and

(5) Systematic classroom instruction and activities designed to enable students to:

a. Gather scientific data through laboratory and field work;

b. Employ safe practices and techniques in the laboratory and on field trips;

c. Apply scientific concepts and skills in solving real problems and in everyday situations;

d. Understand the impact of science and technology on daily life;

e. Be aware of science-related societal issues;

f. Investigate the natural world and acquire an understanding of scientific explanations of natural phenomena;

g. Acquire an understanding of the history of science and its impact on society and the realization that science is a human endeavor; and

h. Become familiar with science and technology-related careers.
(c) Pursuant to Ed 306.23(b) and (c), the local school board shall ensure that a science program is developed and offered in each high school that provides:

(1) Opportunities for students to become familiar with the impact, limitations, fundamental principles, and methods of science;

(2) Opportunities for students to acquire knowledge of the natural world through the application of logical thought processes such as observation, hypothesizing, experimentation, and the drawing of conclusions;

(3) Opportunities for students to develop a knowledge and understanding of attitudes and problem-solving techniques essential for life in an increasingly complex technological society;

(4) Courses totaling at least 5 units of credit in science comprised of offerings in each of the following areas:

a. Physical science which shall include conservation of matter, conservation of energy, matter and energy in nuclear phenomena, structure and interaction of matter and energy, chemical principles, and physical principles;

	


	Ed 306.36 Science Program. (c) (4) continued
b. Biology which shall include molecular and cellular biology, genetics, plant and animal diversity, the principles of classification, structure and function of plants and animals, population biology, organic evolution, ecology, and animal behavior;

c. Chemistry which shall include structure of matter, states of matter, chemical classification, introductory organic chemistry, and reactions of matter such as acids, bases, oxidation-reduction, electrochemistry, equilibrium, kinetics, and thermodynamics;

d. Physics which shall include principles of mechanics, laws of conservation, basics of  waves, fundamentals of electricity and magnetism, and atomic and nuclear physics; and

e. Earth, general, or advanced science which shall include subject matter appropriate to these disciplines; and

(5) Systematic classroom instruction and activities designed to enable students to:

a. Know about the diversity of natural phenomena and the methods of studying and classifying them;

b. Recognize the interrelationship and interdependence of living organisms and the role of a biological organism in a physical world;

c. Understand the scientific method of investigation, including the role of observation and experimentation in the advancement of scientific knowledge;

d. Gather scientific data through laboratory and field work; e. Construct tables and graphs from given data and interpret data presented in tables and graphs;

f. Draw conclusions and inferences from data;

g. Apply scientific concepts and skills in solving real problems and in everyday situations;

h. Communicate observations and experimental results both quantitatively, through the use of mathematical relationships, and qualitatively, in clear and concise spoken or written language;

i. Appreciate the unifying concepts and principles within the natural sciences;

j. Be aware of the philosophical, ethical/legal, political, and economic impacts of science and technology;

k. Acquire an understanding of the history of science and the realization that science is a human endeavor; and

l. Be aware of concerns about the current and future impacts of science and technology on society and the environment.


	


	Ed 306.37 Social Studies Program.
(a) Pursuant to Ed 306.21, the local school board shall ensure that a social studies program is developed and offered in each elementary school that provides:

(1) Opportunities for students to become familiar with democratic beliefs, geography, including lands and peoples, and the skills of decision making, data gathering, and critical thinking;

(2) Pursuant to RSA 186:13, opportunities to practice citizenship in the school and community;

(3) Pursuant to RSA 189:11, instruction in history and government and the constitutions of the United States and New Hampshire; and

(4) Opportunities for students to acquire the knowledge, skills, and attitudes necessary for effective participation in the life of the community, the state, the nation, and the world.

(b) Pursuant to Ed 306.22, the local school board shall ensure that a social studies program is developed and offered in each middle/junior high school that provides:
(1) Opportunities for students to acquire knowledge of the history and culture of our nation, an understanding of the democratic principles upon which good citizenship is founded, and the ability to apply this knowledge and understanding when making personal and public decisions;

(2) Pursuant to RSA 186:13, opportunities to practice citizenship in the school and community;

(3) Pursuant to RSA 189:11, instruction in history and government and the constitutions of the United States and New Hampshire;

(4) Instruction which emphasizes the chronology of our nation's heritage, the powerful ideas and experiences found in the history of the world, the disciplined perspectives of the geographer, economist, historian, social scientist, and humanist, and the perplexities of contemporary life; and

(5) Systematic classroom instruction and activities designed to enable students to:

a. Acquire and use information to clarify issues and seek solutions to societal problems;

b. Value and apply critical thinking, interpersonal relations, and decision-making skills in both individual and group problem-solving situations;

c. Participate in and contribute to the well-being of the home and school as well as the larger communities of the state, nation, and world;

d. Acquire an understanding of and appreciation for the heritage of our nation, its ideals, principles, institutions, and experiences;
e. Become familiar with careers in history, the humanities, and the social sciences;

f. Study the relationships among or between the past, present, and future, the beliefs and practices of others and themselves, the geography, economics, politics, and history of unique places and the world at large, and the creation of new technology and the dynamics of society; and
	189:11 Instruction in National and State History and Government. – In all public and private schools in the state there shall be given regular courses of instruction in the history, government and constitutions of the United States and New Hampshire, including the organization and operation of New Hampshire municipal, county and state government and of the federal government. Such instruction shall begin not later than the opening of the eighth grade and shall continue in high school as an identifiable component of a year's course in the history and government of the United States and New Hampshire.  Source. 1923, 47:2. PL 117:9. RL 135:11. RSA 189:11. 1975, 183:2, eff. Sept. 1, 1975.

186.13 (see Ed.310.10(h)




	Ed 306.37 Social Studies Program.  continued

g. Apply knowledge, skills, and understandings to contemporary problems and issues. 

(c) Pursuant to Ed 306.23(b) and (c), the local school board shall ensure that a social studies program is developed and offered in each high school that provides:

(1) Opportunities for students to become familiar with related knowledge and modes of inquiry selected from history, the humanities, and social science, including economics, political science, sociology, anthropology, psychology, geography, and philosophy;

(2) Opportunities for students to acquire the knowledge, skills, and attitudes necessary for effective participation in the life of the community, the state, the nation, and the world;

(3) Pursuant to RSA 186:13, opportunities to practice citizenship in the school and community;

(4) Courses totaling at least 5 units of credit in social studies comprised of offerings in each of the following areas:

a. At least one unit in national and state history and government pursuant to RSA 189:11;

b. At least 1/2 unit in basic business and economic education which shall include the study of the development, goals, and essentials of the American free-enterprise system, the role of the entrepreneur, labor, government, and those forces that influence the production, distribution, and consumption of goods and services, the decision-making processes in business, and the importance of human relations skills;

c. At least 2 1/2 units selected from the areas of geography, economics, and world history or global studies; and

d. At least one unit selected from the areas of sociology, psychology, anthropology, political science, and philosophy; and

(5) Systematic classroom instruction and activities designed to enable students to:

a. Acquire the skills of critical thinking, effective decision making, and human relations;

b. Read or examine historical narratives, documents, and other evidence of the past;

c. Examine cause and effect, review chronologies, consider ideas, and analyze trends in order to better understand the past and the present and to anticipate the future;

d. Increase awareness and concern for the ways that the world's people, resources, and environments are interrelated and interdependent;

e. Know the geography of the United States and the world and its impact on political, economic, and social development;

f. Understand and evaluate the goals, structure, and operation of our government and other governments;

g. Understand basic economic principles in order to examine our free-enterprise system and its contributions to the economic, political, and social development of our nation and the world;


	


	Ed 306.37 Social Studies Program.  continued

(5)h. . Understand and accept the responsibilities of citizenship and share in the rights and benefits granted to citizens as expressed in the Declaration of Independence and the Constitutions of the United States and New Hampshire; and

i. Apply the concepts and skills of history and the field of social science to real societal issues.
Ed 306.38 Vocational Education Program.

(a) Pursuant to Ed 306.23 (b) and (c), the local school board shall ensure that a high school vocational education program is developed and offered either locally or through regional vocational education centers under RSA 188-E, that provide:

(1) Planned activities designed to prepare individuals for employment in current or emerging occupations, and for further postsecondary education and/or training;

(2) Instruction and activities which emphasize the development of:

a. Competency-based academic knowledge related to the occupational field for which the student is being prepared;

b. Reasoning and problem-solving skills;

c. Positive work attitudes;

d. General employability skills, which include planning, management, finances, technical and production skills, underlying principles of technology, labor, and community issues, and health, safety, and environmental issues, related to the particular occupation that the student is preparing to enter; and

e. Occupational-specific skills that provide the individual student with the ability to obtain employment and to adapt to the changing demands of the workplace; and

(3) A safe environment for students in laboratory classes or at work stations which shall:

a. Meet safety standards established by national associations and adopted as state rules by New Hampshire licensing boards for the particular vocation taught in each school, including but not limited to the vocations of electricians, plumbers, and engineers; and

b. Not exceed 24 students in each laboratory class.

(4) Articulation with postsecondary and/or apprenticeship programs.
(b) Each vocational education program shall provide experiences leading to licensure and/or certification for entry-level careers and for further education and/or training.

(c) A school district shall be eligible for reimbursement of vocational education tuition and transportation in accordance with Ed 1410.


	188-E:1 Designation of Regional Centers and Courses. – The commissioner, department of education, is hereby authorized and directed to designate high schools offering vocational education programs as vocational education centers. In instances where it is educationally and economically feasible to do so, the commissioner may designate individual vocational courses in other than the vocational education centers as regional courses. An out-of-state school or course may be designated, when it is in the best interest of the state, as a part of the New Hampshire regional vocational education plan.




	Ed 306.39 Alternative Compliance.

(a) In order to meet the provisions of these rules, a local school board may request approval of an alternative method of compliance with a rule or rules.
(b) To apply for approval, the local school board shall submit a written request to the commissioner of education that includes:

(1) The name(s) of school(s)/district;

(2) The SAU #;

(3) The contact person and telephone number;

(4) The grades covered by the request;

(5) The number of students affected;

(6) Identification of the rule(s) for which the alternative plan is being submitted;

(7) The local school board chairperson's signature;

(8) A clear and concise written justification of the request;

(9) A statement, in support of the request, which explains how the alternative is equivalent to the rule(s); and

(10) A plan which describes the alternative and consists of a statement of intent, method of implementation, evaluation procedures, timetable for development and implementation, and an explanation of how the alternative is consistent with the statement(s) of philosophy, goals, and objectives adopted pursuant to Ed 306.11.
(c) The commissioner shall grant approval of the alternative for that period of time consistent with the school(s) approval designation, issued pursuant to Ed 306.39, if the request meets the following criteria:

(1) The information provided is thorough and complete;

(2) The school district has demonstrated that it is able to implement the alternative; and

(3) The alternative is educationally sound and is equivalent to the rule(s).
(d) The commissioner shall notify the local school board chairperson and the superintendent of schools in writing of the decision.
(e) If the commissioner denies the request, the chairperson of the local school board may appeal the decision and request a hearing before the state board of education. Said appeal shall be filed in writing with the commissioner within 20 days of the receipt of the decision and shall specify the basis for the appeal. The state board of education shall schedule a hearing on the appeal in accordance with timeliness and procedures established in Ed 200.
(f) Pursuant to RSA 21-N:11, III, any person directly affected by said decision may request a hearing before the state board of education. A request for a hearing shall be filed in writing with the commissioner within 20 days of the decision and shall specify the basis for such hearing. The board shall schedule the hearing in accordance with timeliness and procedures established in Ed 200.
	21-N:11 Duties of Board.  III. Hear appeals and issue decisions, which shall be considered final decisions of the department of education for purposes of RSA 541, of any dispute between individuals and school systems or the department of education, except those disputes governed by the provisions of RSA 21-N:4, III.



	Ed 306.40 Approval Process.

(a) Pursuant to RSA 186:8, I, and RSA 21-N:6, V, the department of education shall administer these rules.
(b) The following school approval categories shall apply to the administration of these rules:
(1) A public elementary school which provides a kindergarten and, pursuant to Ed 306.01(a), meets the applicable rules shall be designated as an "elementary school, approved with distinction" for a period of 5 years;

(2) A public school or a public academy which, pursuant to Ed 306.01(a), (b), or (c), meets the applicable rules shall be designated as an "approved elementary school," "approved middle/junior high school," or "approved high school," respectively, for a period of 5 years;

(3) A public school or a public academy which, pursuant to Ed 306.01(a), (b), or (c), does not meet all of the applicable standards established herein shall be designated as "conditionally approved" for a period of 1 year, provided that:

a. All identified deficiencies and a timetable for their correction shall be incorporated into the approval designation; and

b. In no case shall a school be designated as "conditionally approved" for more than 3 consecutive school years;

(4) A conditionally-approved school which fails to meet the requirements of an approved school within 3 consecutive school years shall be designated as "unapproved" and shall be subject to the provisions of RSA 194:23;
(5) The department shall work with the local school board to correct all deficiencies until such time as an unapproved school meets all applicable standards and is designated as an approved school;

(6) The time periods for approved schools and conditionally-approved schools established under rules effective 7/1/93 shall remain in effect;

(7) Re-adoption of the rules shall not extend time periods for compliance;

(8) A high school or a public academy shall have one year from the effective date of Ed 306.38 to comply with the provisions of Ed 306.38; and

(9) Conditional approval shall not be granted with respect to compliance with Ed 306.38.
(c) One year prior to the expiration of a school's approval, the department shall notify the chairperson of the local school board and the superintendent of schools of the respective district that documentation of compliance with all applicable standards shall be submitted to the department within 4 months.
(d) The commissioner of education shall designate staff members of the department to visit schools to verify the information submitted, and based on.

	186:8 Rulemaking Authority; Standards; Employee Qualifications. – The state board of education shall adopt rules, pursuant to RSA 541-A, relative to: I. Minimum curriculum and educational standards for all grades of the public schools. II. Qualifications and duties for school superintendents, principals, school administrative unit professionals and other public school employees. III. Certification standards for educational personnel, including those listed in RSA 21-N:9, II(s), provided that the commissioner of the department of education may, through an agreement with another state when such state and New Hampshire are parties to an interstate agreement, provide for recertification based on another state's procedures if the other state's professional development plan is approved by the New Hampshire department of education.  IV. Establishing requirements for teachers and teacher preparation programs to ensure that all teachers are prepared to teach to a broad range of students' needs, including, but not limited to, the needs of exceptional learners. V. Certification standards for advanced teaching credentials, including administering the master teacher credential as provided in RSA 189:14-f. Source. 1919, 106:5. 1921, 35, 1:5. PL 116:8. RL 134:8. 1951, 255:2. RSA 186:8. 1986, 41:7, eff. April 3, 1988. 1998, 174:3, eff. Aug. 14, 1998; 314:2, eff. Aug. 25, 1998. 1999, 224:1, eff. Sept. 4, 1999.

21-N:6 Division of Educational Improvement. – There is hereby established within the department the division of educational improvement, under the supervision of an unclassified director of educational improvement who shall be responsible for the following functions, in accordance with applicable laws: I. Providing technical and consulting services in both academic and support areas to public elementary and secondary schools.  II. Administering the provisions of RSA 186-C relative to special education.   III. Administering federal and state programs designed to assist the education of students and teachers. IV. Developing and administering standards governing the professional development of educators from pre-service preparation through ongoing professional growth. V. Administering standards for approving elementary and secondary schools in accordance with rules adopted by the board under RSA 21-N:9, I. VI. Administering department responsibilities for driver education. Source. 1986, 41:1. 1987, 345:3. 1989, 49:4; 127:1. 1990, 140:2, X. 1994, 379:1, eff. June 9, 1994.




	Ed 306.40 (e) Approval Process  continued
(e) Each year the commissioner, based on staff recommendations, shall prepare a proposed approval designation, as provided in (b) above, for each public school and public academy whose approval is due to expire.
(f) The commissioner shall notify in writing the chairperson of the local school board and the superintendent of schools of the respective district of his/her proposed approval designation.

(1) If local school officials consider the commissioner's proposed approval designation to be in error, the superintendent shall prepare written evidence to justify its modification.

(2) Such evidence shall be submitted to the commissioner or his designee within 30 days of receipt of the commissioner's proposed designation.

(3) The commissioner shall review all requests for modification and notify, in writing, the chairperson of the local school board and the superintendent of schools of his/her final approval designation and the school shall be designated as approved, conditionally approved, or unapproved.

(4) If a request for modification of a proposed approval designation has not been received within 30 days, it shall become the commissioner's final approval designation and the school shall be designated as approved, conditionally approved, or unapproved.
(g) The commissioner shall notify the local school board chairperson and the superintendent of schools of the respective district of each school's final approval designation.
(h) If the commissioner has designated a school as "conditionally approved" or "unapproved," the chairperson of the local school board may appeal the decision and request a hearing before the state board of education. Said appeal shall be filed in writing with the commissioner within 20 days of the receipt of the final approval designation and shall specify the basis for the appeal. The state board of education shall schedule a hearing on the appeal in accordance with timeliness and procedures established in Ed 200.
(i) Pursuant to RSA 21-N:11, III, any person directly affected by said decision may request a hearing before the state board of education. A request for a hearing shall be filed in writing with the commissioner within 20 days of the decision and shall specify the basis for such hearing. The board shall schedule the hearing in accordance with timeliness and procedures established in Ed 200.
	194:23 Definition of High School. – The term "high school' shall mean a public school or public academy comprising a span of grades beginning with the next grade following an approved elementary, middle or junior high school as defined by RSA 189:25 and ending with grade 12. Such a school shall: I. Offer those subjects prescribed by statute, including instruction in history, government, and constitutions of the United States and New Hampshire and of the organization and operation of New Hampshire municipal, county, and state government;  II. Provide such other subjects as the school district maintaining such school shall determine by its school board or by vote of the district; and III. Comply with standards prescribed by the state board of education which shall be uniform in their application to all schools.  Source. 1901, 96:1. 1903, 31:1; 118:1. 1905, 19:1. 1921, 85, IV:22. PL 119:22. RL 138:22. RSA 194:23. 1959, 246:1. 1975, 183:3. 1985, 151:1, eff. July 21, 1985.



	Ed 306.40 (j) Approval Process  continued
(j) Each year, the state board of education shall direct the commissioner to publish a list of all public schools and public academies by approval category. The term of approval for each school shall also be listed. A school's approval designation shall remain in effect until changed by the commissioner.
(k) It shall be the responsibility of the chairperson of the local school board and the superintendent of schools to notify the commissioner of any change in conditions which affects a schools compliance with these rules. The commissioner of education shall revoke a school's approval if he/she determines that a school is no longer in compliance with the provisions of these rules and shall provide notice of a right to a hearing prior to such revocation .
(l) The commissioner shall notify the local school board chairperson and the superintendent of schools of his/her decision to revoke a school's approval.
(m) The chairperson of the local school board may appeal the decision and request a hearing before the state board of education. Said appeal shall be filed in writing with the commissioner within 20 days of the receipt of the decision and shall specify the basis for the appeal. The state board of education shall schedule a hearing on the appeal in accordance with timeliness and procedures established in Ed 200.
(n) Pursuant to RSA 21-N:11, III, any person directly affected by said decision may request a hearing before the state board of education. A request for a hearing shall be filed in writing with the commissioner within 20 days of the decision and shall specify the basis for such hearing. The board shall schedule the hearing in accordance with timeliness and procedures established in Ed 200.

	186:5 Powers. – The state board shall have the same powers of management, supervision, and direction over all public schools in this state as the directors of a business corporation have over its business, except as otherwise limited by law. It may make all rules and regulations necessary for the management of its own business and for the conduct of its officers, employees, and agents, and to secure the efficient administration of the public schools and the administration of the work of Americanization, in teaching English to non-English-speaking adults and in furnishing instruction in the privileges, duties, and responsibilities of citizenship, which is hereby declared to be an essential part of public school education. It shall be the duty of school boards and employees of school districts to comply with the rules and regulations of the state board. Source. 1919, 106:5. 1921, 85, I:5. PL 116:5. RL 134:5.




	Ed 306.41 Delay in Full Compliance.

(a) Notwithstanding any other provision of these rules and in accordance with the provisions of RSA 194:23-c, the state board of education shall have the power to approve, for a period of 1 year, a school, although it does not fully meet the requirements for an approved school, as established in these rules, if the financial condition of the school district or other emergency conditions justify delay in full compliance.
(b) A request for delay in full compliance shall be submitted in writing by the chairperson of the local school board to the commissioner. Each request shall specify the standard(s) to be delayed and provide written evidence to justify delay in full compliance, including the reason(s) for the request and a local plan and timetable for bringing the school/district into full compliance.
(c) Upon review of the request, the state board shall grant a delay in full compliance and approve the school for a period of one year if any of the following financial or emergency conditions exist:

(1) Reduction in local tax base;

(2) Closing of a major industry;

(3) Sudden influx of school-age population;

(4) Emergency beyond the control of the school district, such as a fire or natural disaster; or

(5) Other financial or emergency condition not listed above.
(d) The commissioner shall notify the local school board chairperson and the superintendent of schools of the state board's decision.
(e) If the state board denies the request, the chairperson of the local school board may appeal the decision and request a reconsideration of the state board's decision. Said appeal shall be filed in writing with the commissioner within 20 days of receipt of the decision and shall specify the basis for the appeal. The state board shall schedule a hearing on the appeal in accordance with timeliness and procedures established in Ed 200.
(f) Pursuant to RSA 21-N:11, III, any person directly affected by said decision may request a hearing before the state board of education. A request for a hearing shall be filed in writing with the commissioner within 20 days of the decision and shall specify the basis for such hearing. The board shall schedule the hearing in accordance with timeliness and procedures established in Ed 200.

Source. #6366, eff 10-30-96
	194:23-b Approval of High Schools. –I. In order to satisfy compulsory school attendance laws, a high school student less than 16 years old must attend a high school which has been approved by the state board of education as complying with the provisions of RSA 194:23, or its equivalent; and the state board of education shall annually publish a list of all high schools which it has approved as meeting the requirements of RSA 194:23.  II. The commissioner of the department of education may, through an agreement with another state when such state and New Hampshire are parties to an interstate agreement, allow New Hampshire pupils to attend schools that meet the standards established by one of the 2 states.  Source. 1959, 246:2. 1985, 151:2, eff. July 21, 1985. 1999, 224:3, eff. Sept. 4, 1999. 2000, 98:1, eff. June 26, 2000.

194:23-c Standards and Uniformity. – The state board of education shall have the power to approve for a reasonable period of time a high school that does not fully meet the requirements of RSA 194:23 if in its judgment the financial condition of the school district or other circumstances warrant delay in full compliance.  Source. 1959, 246:2. 1985, 151:3, eff. July 21, 1985.

194:23-d State Financial Aid. – An elementary school or a high school must be approved by the state board of education in order to qualify the district or cooperative school district maintaining such school to receive any form of financial state aid to education for schools or pupils in attendance thereat which are now or which may hereafter be provided by the general court of this state.  Source. 1959, 246:2. 1967, 362:2; 448:5. 1985, 151:4, eff. July 21, 1985.

194:23-e Receipt of Tuition Students. – In order to be entitled to accept tuition students, a public high school must be approved by the state board of education as complying with the provisions of RSA 194:23.  Source. 1959, 246:2. 1985, 151:5, eff. July 21, 1985.




PAGE  
49

